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He that takes away Reafon> to make way for 
Revelation^ puts out the light of Both ; and 
does much what the fame, as if he fhould 
perfwade a man to put out his eyes, the bet- 
ter to receive the remote Light of an m- 
\ifible ttar by a Telefcope. 

Loik. Ejf, concerning Hum. VnAtrfi. IV. xix. 4. 
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SIR, 




T is fomewhat Jf range, that, in a* 
age of light, ipt fiould jit down fo 
Laty, and Unconcern'/, under the 
Delufion of Words, and Prejudices of 
Education, we are generally fo well 
fatisfed with a Jargon of Terms of moft Unfettled 
jhmfication, which we learnt, when hardly reafon- 
me. from Wea\ Inftru&ors, or Unintelligible Cate- 
ehifms 7 that we are loth to review them, in rife} 
ytars, and Deter min their meaning, hence we talk, 
fo wildly of Grace, Free-will, Predejlination, &c y 
and play ' off Calvinifts, Arminians, Antinomians t 
and other opprobrious nicknames, with all the enpnry 
of Uncharitable Ignorance. In the poor Populace, 'tis 
a pity able cafe : andfo much the more ; becaufe we can 
hardly hope for a Remedy, wbUi Pride % Pajfon, and 
the paltry lnterejls of Party-mJqnv, reign in the 
hearts of thofr % who have the Bleffid Advantages of 
Education, notwithftanding which, Good God I how 
Jo we Grope in the Dark, and Rage <tgainft one ano- 
ther at Random. In Nature, Philofopbers confound 
m Reafon wtth Romances $ then fairly acknowledge 
their abfurdity ; and gravely tell us, Infinites are In- 
nmprehenfible. fo, It is Demonftrable, fay they, that 
Quantity is Dhifible in infinitum 5 an&ytt % for all 



IV ifte UsruCAiiON. 

tbtifckh ttablt to Unanfvormhte QbjeBJons. in i 
on, Dromes ferffttt our Faitb vitb Myfhriet j 
turn tbem into Creeds, or Cattthifms ; and cam 
us to Believe vhat they ft/I, us is Above our R 
yea and even contrary t^ik. thus Mr. Gilbert 

be reduced to imply or involve Ofy ContradiHton 
Now, for my p*h,\as t Mjanouuting fir t. 
fearaners of Nature, I efieem the Infenfible Pa 
of the Modern* at mfat'tsfaBory as the Occult i 
tiei of the Ancients : fa, in the more important - 
tf ( Religiou t toprofufi things Above Rf/pm^-a*- < 
of Faith, it, atr.'CjicuhutSr.us, to but me Isflive- 
I kjfov noting of. FaTy therrjbrtf ftonr-cryn 
Faith w apfofition lo Reafon; tti. MfOfitioit, 
Mr. Lock, that Reafon muji he our loft jW# 
Guide m Every thing, 'tit This affuret mt ofth 
rcjfity of Rtlipon, and the Excellency of Cbrijllt 
by Tbit I interpret my BiUe t and . UnaWjlan 
Dun :.. without It I Qtoufi %t.a Brqft, not kjtov. 
Dtfind the DoHriues of Faith, 'or Convia.tbt'Prt 
of .ItrtbffOB, 

Mov'dby Theft Co B f derations', and dttermtn 
four Goid Judgment, pxitifi, this Tranjlation 
tbt fj(e of tbofe that' aWt underftand the Or^ 
the jidj.-eS is of math nmnteni, not ontv.for ibe^ 
fifii^ofafe^tid^M'aJfi fir tbt .Conduii of 
it kat l btenjlt'i>t^e!y pcrplexi, and dark/itd, .(-y . 
and Defymag men. a deaf Notion of it ytdlh* 
fervireable to fuhe many Difficulties' in Divi 
'therefire, I bepe, Where the BijUfs Rtafouuig 
not forte Ajjent, ha Authority vill extort the Ann 
vtrpons of tht.lngmio.it : V-hich 'fill bt pleafrngto 
UmprejuJU'tt- Search after !p*th, and anfietr the 
•)' ' -J." .' 
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* : Of the nature of Choice. 

! SUBSECTION i. 

*j Their Opinion conjiderd, who allow Freedom 
from External Force onfy t not from Internal 

Necejflty. 
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I. TTF there be anything in fcience obfcure,and . - 
I difficult; it certainly is in that part, which * & 

ulb. treatfof Choice, zn.d Freedom, inallphilo- 9l 
fophy there is not one topic, in which learned men do left 
agree with therafelves, or differ more from one ano- 
ther : nor is it eafy to underftand them, or certainly 
and truly to represent their opinions, they may, I 
think, be divided into two feels, both acknowledge 
Freedom : the one from External Force, but not from 
Internal NeceJJlty ; the other from Both. 

z. As to the Fhfiy their opinion I take to be this; 

Firfiy They obferve that there are certain appetites 
implanted in us : not to no purpofe ; but for our pre- 
ftrvation • that to thefe appetites (bme things are 
naturally Suitable; Tome things contrary : that the for- 
mer, by their pretence, produce agreeable tenfations ; 
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2 Freedom from Force* V. L i« 

the latter, difagreeable. thefe they call inconvenient 
and evil ; thofe convenient and good. 

|. Secondly, They observe that nature liar given us 
reafbn, or understanding, to diflinguifti convenient 
from inconvenient, good from evil : and (as thefe may 
be confider'd by die mind three ways) that there are 
three forts of good or evil; tfeat is,, flea/ant, profi- 
tahhy and virtuous* [4.] For if good be confider'd 
as prefent, with refpeft only to that appetite, which 
may acquie&e in its fruition ; it is called fleafanU 
(?.] But if it does not, of it felf, fuit the appetite ; 
but is only connected with fomething that may ; it is 
called ufefull. For, though the appetite cannot imme- 
diately enjoy it ; yet the mind makes ufe of it for the 
attainment of thole things, which it may jenjoy : and 
therefore it is efteem'd convenient', that is, good. 
[£.] But, fince what is fuitable to one appetite may be 
contrary ^ or lefc fuitable to others.; and what now 
plcafcs may be connected with what may afterwards 
diipleafe : that there is need of inauiry, and delibera- 
tion, to attain an abfolute good ; uich, as, confidering 
all the appetites, at all times, may give the greateft, 
moft certain, and durable pleasure : that, for this pur- 
pofe, there is given us a mind, or understanding, that, 
by its aflUbnce, after having examined every thing, 
" that can, either at prefent, or for the future, create, 
5 * either pleafure, or pain ; that which appears be ft, may 
be chofen. now what is thus judgM to be belt by the 
undemanding, unlefs there be <a MiiUke, is to be ac- 
counted virtuous ; fince that n virtuous, which is fui- 
table to a reafonable agent : now, this vs fuitable, and 
*he very dictate or reafbn, after having weigh d all 
things, to prefer thofe, which give the greater, more 
certain, and more durable advantages. [7.] Thefe 
three forts of goods, in as much as they regard man, 
ythe maintainors of this opinion do efteem moral goods : 
£nc£ they fall under the direction of reafoa. but, fince 
all cannot, all wars, be had together ; they muft be 
.compared, and whajt appears be/t be chofen. now, .as 
•well- different Icjinds, .as particulars of the fame kind, 

may 
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V. i. i . Freedom from Force. 3 

may be compar'd together, for inftance, health is; in 
it felf, plcafant ; andto be chofen above all things that 
concern the body: but, for the prefervation of it, 
phyfick muft (bmetiroes be taken ; which, in it felf, is 
not at all agreeable to the appetite : but, fince it is in 
order to attain an end, in it felf, plea&nt ; it is (aid to 
be ufefull, and therefore eligible, but the goods of' the 
mind are greater, more certain, and more durable 
than the goods of the body ; i£ therefore they cannot 
be obtain'd, without the loft, of health, or even of 
life ; right reafon dilates, that health, and life, on 
their account, are to be disregarded : for it is evident, 
that, all things confider'd, that is beft, and therefore 
virtuous. And as goods of different kinds may be 
compar'd together, fo alfo may particular goods of the 
fame kind ; as will appear to any one, that will con- 
fider it. 

8. As for liberty, the men of this fed will have it 
to confift in this, that an agent, of all thefe goods, 
can chufe that, which is molt pleaiing to it *, and put 
forth thofe actions, which its own reafon approves. 
for he, that, in ading, can follow his own judgment, 
according; to them, is Free, for inAance,one that has ^ 
his health, and his limbs, if all external impediments 
be remov'd, is free to walk, for, if he will, he can : 
nor is there any thing wanting to exert that action, 
but to will it. [9*3 As for the actions of the w///, 
that isy to will, or fufpend the ad of willing, they 
think that it is not determin'd to thefe actions by it 
felf, for that is imponlblc ; but by fomething without 
if you ask,' by what ; they anfwer, by pleafure, or 
fain*, perceiv a by the undemanding, or by the fenfes; 
or rather, as they think, by a present or moft pre£ 
fing pain, now, fince thefe things arc effe&ed in or, 
by fomething without us, and not by the will ; they 
are not in its power, but arife from the things them* 
(elves, according to them, therefore, it is -evident} 
that, with refped to willing, or nilline, (that is; 
with refpeft to the immediate a&ions of the wiil) we 
are not free, at leaft from neceiTity. for this redone 
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4 Freedom firm Force* . V. i. I- 

feme of them do exprefly affirm, that, with refped 
.to thefe adions, freedom dees not belong to men; 
that choice cannot be (aid to be free ; or man, with 
retped to it : and therefore they will have it, that 
freedom properly belongs to us, with refped to the 
adions ot the inferior faculties ; which are under the 
direction of the will, and exert themfelves when the 
man has wilTd : that is y be that can, if' he will, i^ 
free to walk ; but he is not free to will it r for he has 
not the will to walk, from himfelf, but from without. 
yet he that can do what he wills, with them, is free, 
though he be neceflarily deterxnin'd to will* 

10. If it be granted that fnis is the nature of choice ; 
there is no doubt but that all our adions are really ne- 
ceflary. for, as to the proper adions of the will (that 
is to will, or to fufbend the ad of willing) with re- 
fped to thefe, they deprive us of freedom, in affirming 
that it does not belong to them. For they think that 
* * it is neceuary, when anything is, by the underftand- 
ing, propos'd to be done, that we (hould either will, or 
Impend the willing it, accoidiog to the prolped of the 
pleafiire, ox the urgency of the pain ; which, in the 
preCent fiate and cirewmftances of things, are pcefented 
to the mind : they will have it therefore, that choke 
is determind by theft. £u.] But, if, after choice, 
we can do what we will ; then, with refped to fuch 
adions, they lay we are free ; but not from neceffity ; 
* but only from force, for it is mani&ft, that there is 
nothing wanting to put forth thefe adions, but our 
willing them ; and, upon our willing them, they ne- 
cenarily follow, for snflance, when nothing hinders 
» man from walking, but his willing it ; fuppoung 
that will* he mutt walk ; nor, while he wills it, can 
kc be ftilL if therefore, according to them, all adions 
w£ the will be neceuary ; ( as being determind from 
without, by the agreeablenets or diftgreeablencfs of 
things, or cjreumfiances ) the adions of the inferior 
Itcukics will be no lefi neceflary ; for they will depend 
apon the feme circumfiances, and the adion of the 
will : which being neceflary, thofe adions will be 
"*" " no 
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no left necefiary. though therefore , according to 
them, there be no force of the will ; yet there is a 
neceflity : nor will there be any thing in nature free 
from that neceflity ; nay, many of them openly profeft 
that they believe it to be fo. 

12. Now from this hypothecs, which they extend as 
well to the divine will, as to the human, the following 
inferences feem deducible. 

Ttrfr Tliat nothing in nature could have been other- 
wife than it is. for the whole feiics of things being 
connected, as it were, by fate, there remains no room, 
for chance, or freedom properly fo called ; and confe- 
quently there can be no fuch thing as contingency. 

1 3. Secondly, By a wrong or evil choice nothing elfe 
can be understood, than a choice that is hurtfull to him 
that chutes, or to others : wiiich fenfe is different . 
from the common fenfe of the word : a bad choice 
being commonly Main d, not becaufe it is hurtfull ; buc 
becaufe it is, without neceflity, hurtfull; and made other- 
wife than it ought to be. fo that, upon this hypothecs, 
there is no fuch thing as making a wrong choice ; nor 
can any thing be fajd to be done otherwife than it 
ought to be ; for, what could not be done otherwife., 
is certainly done as it ought to be : fince it is done ac- 
cording to the exigency, and neceflary order of tilings. 

14. 'Tbirib/^ Every evil would, in the ftri&efk iente x 
be natural; as arifing from natural, and neceflary 
caufes : fo there would be no room tor any diftiu&ion 
between natural, and moral evils, as commonly under- 
ftood : for there would be no moral evil ; that alone, 
by the common confent of mankind, being reckon'd 
a moral evil, of which a man is properly the caufe : 
but no one reckons himfelf properly the caufe of that 
which he could not avoid, or to which lie was necefli- 
tated by natural caufes, antecedent to his will, for ic 
is on this head only that a man accufes himfelt, when,. 
of himfelf, without neceflity, he has been the caufe 
of evil to himfelf, or others, the evils, that of necef- 
lity befall him, he reckons to be miferies and mi for- 
tunes, not crimes. Upon this hypothecs therefore, 

theftj 
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theft, whoredom, perjury, yea the hatred of Gc 
and the bafeit of fins, (as well as the infamy, a 
punifhment, that attend them) are to be reckon d 
parts of a man's mifery and unhappinefs ; bet n 
charg'd upon him. as crimes, or efteem'd contrary 
the divine will, }uflice, purity,, or gpodnefs, a 
nujre than heat, or cold. 

i$. Fourthly i When therefore a thief, adulten 
murderer, or perjurM perfon is bhm'd, and the crin 
cenfur'd as bale ; it is not done, becaufe the perfo 
have deferv'd to be blam'd, or becaufe the crimes i 
reallyin themfelves bafe ; but becaufe the difgrace m 
be a caufe of deterring others from fiich a choi< 
™ and hence alone it is that we chide a thief, (&, 
not a fick perfon, as infamous ; becaufe chiding m 
cure a thief, (&c.) but not a fick perfon. 

i$. Fifthly, It fellows that malefactors are Dunifh 
not becaufe they have deferv'd it ; but becaufe it is < 
pedient : and that laws are us'd to reftrain vice, 
phyfk to remove difeafes : that therefore men fin, afi 
the fame manner as they die, for want of a firfncie 
median . that laws however are not in vain ; fir 
they prevent feme vices, as phyfick prevents the dea 
of fome fick perfbns : and that one, that has t 
plague, may be put to death, in hopes of prevent! 
on infe&ion ; as lawfully as one, that deals with t 
devil. 

17. Sixth}/) It follows that we are obliged to rep 
benefits, only becaufe,* by being grateful, we may < 
cite our benefactor to continue, or encreafe his ber 
yolence, and others to praftife it. Hence it is, tl: 
we are oblte'd to be grate&H to God and men, b 
not to the fun, or to a horfe ; becaufe God and me 
by gratitude, may be mov*d to do us more kindnef 
riot fo the fun, or a horfe. fo that there is no regard 
be had tp a benefit receiv d, but only to one that m 
be neceiv'd ; nor are we obliged to be gratefull to tl 
moft generous benefactor, on the account of a p; 
kindnefs ; but only in profped of a future benefit, 
ail feafe of gratitude is deftroy'J, as it is general 
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underftood : for, he is generally efteem'd a cunning and 
defigning, not a gratefull perfon, that relays one Bene- 
fit, in hopes of another. 

1 8. Seventhly y If this opinion be true, mankind* 
'mull defpair of happmefs : which, on thefe principles, 
is fo far from being in our own power, that it will en- 
tirely depend upon external things, our happinefs, (tf 
there be any fuch thing) according to them* muft 
arife from a perfect enjoyment of things agreeable to oar 
appetites, where, either things contrary are prefent, ~ 
er things notable wanting, we muft be uneafy and 
unhappy, upon this hypothecs therefore k follows, that 
our happinefs neceflanly requires fuch an enjoyment, 
as k impoffiblc. for, what man can hope that all exter- 
nal things, that may afieft him, will be tempered to* 
his withes, fb> af that he (hall never want what he 
withes, or be forced to bear things contrary to his na? 
tural appetites. 

i*. Thefe things, and more that might be added, 
may feem harfli, and repugnant to the common fenfer 
of mankind. I confefs indeed, that, generally, argu- 
ments againft an opinion, drawn from confluences, 
are leaft conclufive ; fincc many things are true, that 
are attended with very harfli confluences : not to 
mention the eafinefi of miftakes in drawing confluen- 
ces, yet, when they have been acknowledge by the 
authors themfelves, and the belief of them is very 
prejudicial to morality ; they weigh confiderably againft 
the opinion from, which 1 they are deduced ; and recom- 
mend, as more probable, a different opinion, though 
founded upon no better reafons. 

20. Of this fed I reckon thofe, who affirm that the 
will is determin'd by the laft judgment of the under- 
ftanding ; and^ in inort, all who fuppofe the will to 
be paflrve in choofing. thek opinion about freedom is 
the fame, however they explain it. which appears from 
this, that moft of them exprefly deny, that indifferency 
belongs to the nature of freedom : fo that their opi- 
nion is encumber'd with, the fame conferences, as the 

former. 
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8 Freedom from Necefjity. V. i. *• 

SUBSECTION 2. 

7%e common opinion conpderd y that Freedom 
is no lefs from NeceJJity, than from Force. 

i. T NT this opinion are deliver'd much the fame things, 
X a? in tn€ former, concerning goodnefs, or the a- 
greeablenefe of things to our appetites : nor is there much 
difference in their do&rines of the distinction of good, 
into pleafarit, profitable, and virtuous ; unlefs it be, 
that this refers virtuous to the duty which a man owes 
to God, Himfelf, and Others, as a member of an intelli- 
gent fociety ; rather than to the natural appetites ; and 
feppofes that we. muft judge from that, rather than 
from theft;,, of the (uitaplenefs of things, as to 
choice, they affirm, that a free agent o not de- 
termine, as brutes, by obje&s, according to cor- 
Ereal appetites, whence all their actions are neceflary ; 
,t that man has another principle in himfelf, and de- 
termins himfelf to action, 

2. This diftinguifhing principle the aflerters of this. 
Opinion, i( I rightly under/land them, do explain thus. 
Firfty They fuppofe that there is a chief good, the ; 
enjoyment of which would make happy : that men na- 
turally and necefiarily defire it ; ana that thev cannot 
reject ir, when duly represented by the undemanding : 
that other things have regard to this good, or (bene 
connexion with it j and are to be eflcem'd good, or 
evil, as they help, or hinder the obtaining of it. bur, 
fince there is nothing in things, but what, in different 
regard*, may either promote, or hinder the attainment 
Qi this end ; they fuppofe that we have, from this in- 
difference, an occafion of reading, or receiving any 
thine, for, tho* we can chufe nothing, unlefs confi- 
der'd as good, that is, unlefs fbme way or other con- 
nected with the chief ^ood, as a means, or appendage; 
yet choice is not determined thereby : becaufe every 
objeft may be varied, and reprefented by the under- 
landing in different views. 

3- &. 
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$. Secondly, They fuppofe, when any good is pro- 
posed, which is not the chief good, that the will an 
fiupend its ad, and oblige the underftanding to pro- 
pole, either fbmething elfe, or the fame in a different 
view : which is always pofllble ; fince all, except the 
chief good, are of fiich a nature, that the under- 
ftanding may apprehend fame refped, in which they 
may be inconvenient, though therefore the will al- 
ways follows fome judgment of the underftanding, 
which it makes concerning our adions ; yet it is 
not neceflarily determined by any : for it may 
fuipend its ad, and command another judgment, fince 
therefore the will can either exert, or fiifbend its ad, 
it is not only free from force ; but alio indifferent, in 
k (elf, as to its ads, and determine it felf without 
neceflity. 

4. I confeis that this opinion does eftablifti freedom; 
and (o agrees with the common fenfe and experience 
of mankind : but there are fome things in it that are 
taken for granted, and not dearly enough exphin'd. 

5. Firji] The will is (uppos'd to determin it Al£: 
yet we are not told how k ndetensin'd ; nor cf what 
nib fiich a power would be, if k was admitted, najb 
k items to be more prejudicial, than advantageous, to 
mankind : for, that goodneft, to which the will k 
Juppos'd to be carried, is in the things themfelves, and 
anles from their connexion with the chief good, it it 
not therefore to be made, but (how'd by the under* 
Handing, if therefore the uriderftanding does its duty, 
k will fliow what k beft. now k k expedient for us to 
be determin'd to what is beft: k bad been better 
therefore for man, if nature had left him to be abfo- 
lutely determin'd by the judgment of the underftanding, 
and nad not permuted that judgment to be ftupended 
by the command of the will, for, fo, he would more 
furely and eafily have attain'd his end. nor is there any 
reafon we (hould be much concern'd about Glory, that 
arifes from a choice well made : for, the enjoyment of 
that which is beft, without it, would make us happy « 
nay, that glory would be empty and contemptible, if 

com- 
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compared *wkh the enjoyment of the chief good, 
coniefs, that if roan was determined, in his actions, t< 
what is beft ; there would be no room for virtu* pro 
perly Co call'd. for virtue, as it is generally undei 
llood, requires a. free aft. 

6. Secondly, If they fay that in many things the ur 
dcrftanding is at a lofc, and knows not what is beft 
that in thofe things therefore freedom takes place 
even fo, the matter is not cleared, for if the thine 
that are to be done, are ia themfelves good or evil 
but not .known to the understanding 2 the will figiiir* 
nothing ; nor does its freedom help to discover or ol 
tain what is beft. but if they are indifferent ; its n 
matter what we do : fince the -good and evil, on bot 
tide;, are equal. . If therefore freedom be allow'd i 
thefe only, it will be of no ufe or importance to lifi 
or happinefs. nay, it muft be regarded as animperfa 
tion : fince it antes from the imperfection of the ui 
derftanding. for if the underftanding could certain! 
decermin what is beft to be done, there would be n 
room for freedom. 

7. Iffirdly, Thefe men are not- fully agreed whi 
the chief good is ; from a connexion' with which, tr 
underftanding judges of the goodnefi of other thing 
this, appears from their various and contrary opinioi 
about it. we muft therefore be wavering, and (bilk 
tons, .and even rebell againft nature it (elf; that h 
neither fizt an end, nor allow'd us means to attain h 

but left us uncertain and perplext about the wa; 
. f that leads to happinefi, without any help from 01 
freedom; which is, blind, and can do nothing towarc 
the.briuging us back into the right way. 

8. Fourthly, All allow, that Good, in general, 
what is univerfally agreeable, and what all defir 
every good therefore anfwers fome Appetite. ; and, a< 
cording to thefe men, things are good, becaufe of tl 
natural and neceuary fuitableneft, which they have t 
Our appetites, the underftanding therefore doth n< 
make good, but finds it in the things themfelve 
when therefore it judges any thing in nature agrccablt 
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it muft neceflarily be, according to them, with refped 
to fome natural appetite, fo that every -good, that is 
in things, muft be the objed of feme appetite, or fa- 
culty, that is, of the understanding, fenfe, &c. now, 
all thefe, «s to the appetites and faculties which the^ 
refped, that .is, as to ph afure, or *he agrceablenefs of 
them, are determined by nature : but, as to the re- 
(bed which they bear to one another, that is, as to 
their tifefulnefs and virtue, they are to be judg'd by 
reafon ; and order* d, when, and how, they (hall give 
place to each other, and be mutually Serviceable, free- 
dom therefore Seems of no fcrvice : for if it certainly- 
follows the diredion of reafon, it is not free, at leatt 
from neceflity ;- Since that very reafon, which it fol- 
lows, is not free : but if it does not neceffarily follow 
reafon, we had better be without it ; Since it perverts 
all things, and confounds the order of reafon, which 
is beft. and confequently fuch a freedom would be 
prejudicial to men : for it would make them liable -to 
fin ; nor could it make amends for fo great an evil, 
with any good. 

9* Fifthly, The 'judgment of the understanding, 
about the goodnefs of a thing, is fuppofed to be a cop* 
dition, without which the t will is not carried towards 
an ob)ed. but the will can either exert, or fufpend 
its ad about any* good, let us SuppoSe therefore 
that the undemanding has, judg'd it good to- put I0 4 
fonh an adion, and bad to fufpend it ; while this judg- 
ment remains, if the will can fufpend the adion, it is 
carried to evil ; if it cannot, it is not free. You will 
fay, it can command the understanding -to change its 
judgment, be it fo : but it is plain it fufpends it* ad, 
before it can command the understanding to change its 
judgment : that is, while the judgment remains that 
it is evil to fufpend an adion, it doth fufpend it. it is 
.therefore -diiedly carried to that which reafon judges 
to be evil : which- feems to overthrow all their hypo- 
thesis. 

zo. • I confeSs that they bring folutions to thefe dif- 
ficulties : but they. are fo.£ne-fpun, fo obfcure, 

and 
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and Co much above the conceptions of the vulg 
that many, offended with them, have defertcd 
cattfe of freedom, as defperate ; and fallen in with 
former feet, but if any one would more clearly 
fully expreft the common opinion, or undertake 
produce fbhttions of the difficulties that encumber 
I mould be Co far from oppofing; that I mould 
ready to aflifi in the enquiry, and aflcnt to the di! 
very. w Thi$ is a thing very much to be wifh'd i 
in the mean time -I (hall endeavour, as well as I < 
to explain theft things famewhat differently, and n 
evidently. 

SUBSECTION 3. 

Another notion of Freedom and Choice fropo 

I* / "W n H AT my meaning may be better underfk 
J[ it muft be obferv'd 
Ftrfiy That there are certain powers, faculties, 
appetites, implanted in us by nature ; which are 
fcgn'd for a&ion; and which, when they put forth ti 
proper ads about objects, do caufe in us a grateful 
agreeable fenfatioo. their exercife therefore is pleafi 
and it is probable that all the piealure and delij 
which we receive, arifes from hence, our felicity 
happinefi therefore, if there be any fuch thing, (e 
to confifi in a fiutable exercife of the powers, 
faculties, which we have by nature, for they feen 
be implanted in us for no other end; than, by t 
ufe and exercife, to effcd thofe things, that are p 
ling: nor can they otherwife acntuefce, or er 
themfelves, than when thofe things are effeded 
them, or in them, for the doing, and receiving wh 
they were ordained by nature, now every poi 
and facultv is ordain'd to exercife its proper ads : 
exercife therefore it attains its end ; which is to 
efteem'd the greatcft perfedioa, and happiefl flat< 

every thing, for that is, if any fifth an be coacei 
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zfiate of hapflnefs ; in which is every thiAg that if 
pleating, and -nothing that is dfpleafing. nor can any 
condition, I think, be conceived more happy. 

2. Secondly, It muft be obferv'd, that among thtf 
appetites, faculties, and powers, which we have, fomo 
are determin'd to their adions by cbje&s peculiar to 
themfelves. for, when the objects are prefent, if they 
are rightly dkpos'd ; they'neceifaiily put forth their* 
ads ; and, when the objects are removed, they c 
ccafe from acting : nor are they carried towards 
any other objects, than thofe that are peculiar to them.' 
fo the fight perceives nothing but light, colours, Qpc : 
and, when they are remov*d, its action ceaTe*. the 
underftanding diftinguiflies between objects, that are 
received by the fenfes, and-thofe that are perceiv'd 
by reflexion ; it digells them; and lays them up in the 
memory : yet it has certain bounds, beyor.d which it 
cannot eo : and (b of the reft, there is therefore be- 
tween thefe powers, and objects, a fort of fixt agree- 
ment, and natural relation: ftom whence, on the 
prefence of objects, they put forth their ac.ions,. and, 
oy their exercife, plcafe themfelves ; but, on the pre- 
fence of thofe which hinder their exercife, they are 
difpleas'd. If therefore there - be any force in any 
thing, by nature, to promote or h nder die exercife 
of any power, or faculty ; that, with refpect to the 
faculty, muft be efteeni'd either good or evil. [$.] The 
power, or faculty it felf does eafily diftinguifh thole 
things, that actually promote or hinder its exercife ; 
but the underftanding judges of things abfent, and fu- 
ture ; and, what the mind determins to be beft in 
them, that we are oblig'd to attempt : he that doth 
otherwife violates the precept of reafon. if therefore 
all- the powers and faculties were thus determined to 
proper objects, freedom would feem to be an imper- 
fection ; and man had much better have been without 
it ; fince it is anoccafion of no good to him, but 
of the greatcft evil, that is, a capacity of (inning. 

4. tfbirdtyi I think we may conceive a power, of 
a different nature from thefe : more indifferent as to 
the objects, about which it exercifes it felf, and to 

C which 
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which oie thing (hould not be more agreeable than 
another, by nature ; but that fhou'd be moil agree- 
able, to which it (houki happen to be apply'd : be- 
tween which) and the object, to whkh it is deter- 
suktd by it felf, or by another, there (hould be, by 
natuie, no greater agreement, or relation, than be- 
tween that, and any thing cl(e ; and the agreement, 
that there is, (hould arife from the application, or de- 
termination, for, as the earth is by nature no 
,e7 one's property ; but becomes the property of him 
that firil occupies it, and from thence ariles die pro- 
perty : lb alfo it feems pofEble, that there may be a 
power, V) which no object, by nature, peculiarly * 
Agrees ; but any one may become agreeable to it, if it 
happens to be apply 'd : hace, as it has been laid, from 
its application arife? its agreement, but that a power 
can create to it(elf agreeablenefs with an objed, by 
applying itfelf to that, or that to it, feems no more 
abiurd,. than that a man can acquire a right to any 
thing, by occupying ft. for, as, in civil laws, fome 
things are .forbidden, becaufe they are inconvenient ; 
but other things inconvenient and evil, becaufe for- 
bidden : fo it feems pofTible in the powers, faculties, 
. and appetites, that fome things may be determin'd by 
the natural agreeablenefs of objects ; but that, in 
other things, agreeablenefs with objects may arife from 
. determination, for the faculty may be carried to exer* 
ci(e it felf by nature •' but this exercife may pleaft it» 
and not another ; not from any natural agreeahleneG 
.. of one, more than another ; but from the application 
, of the faculty it (elf. fcr oftentimes a different thing 
might have pleas* d no left, had it happened to have been 
.determin d to it. nothing therefore feems to hinder* 
but that fuch a power, or faculty, may be fuppos'd, at 
leaft, with retpect to mbft objects 

5. Fourthly, If dien we 1 umpofe that thereis fuch a 
,^owfti, it will be evident, that the agent, endow-d 
* with it, cannot be determined, in its actions, by any 
; goodnefe preexifting in the objects, for iincet&e agree- 
ment (at lemft in many things) between it and the ob- 
ject, is fuppQsd to arife from determination ; the agree* 
a blends cannot be th» ™"fe of that determination, on 

which 
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which k (elf depends : but the agreeablenefi of the ob- 
ject to the faculty k all its goodnefs. norhing there- 
108 ^ orc ^S 00 ^ w *k r ^pect to this power, atleaft in 
the objects, towards which it is indifferent, till 
ft has embraced it; or evil, till it hath rejected k. 
fince therefore the determination of the power to the 
object is prior to ks goodnefs, and the caufc of it ; k 
cannot be determ n d by that goodnefs in its actions. 

6. Ftfthtyy If fitch a power be granted, it cannot be 
determin'd by any pain occafion'd by objects : for it is 
fippos'd to be mdiferent, not only as to external 
ifangs, but al(b as to ks own operations ; and to 
pleate k feHj whether k receives or rejects any thing, 
and whether k puts forth this or that act. thefe things 
therefore will neither be plcafing, nor painful], till 
that indifference be remov'd. now k is fuppos'd to be 
rtxnov'd by the application or determination of the 

Cwer : and therefore pain (uppofes ks determination, 
t doth notcaufe it. Let us iuppofe that this power 
8 determined (no matter whence) to embrace an ob- 
ject, or to put-forth proper acts about it ; it is evident 
that this determination is attended with a defire, and 
that dejire with an endeavour to obtain, and enjoy 
the object, according to the application of the power* 
but if any thine flhould hinder this endeavour, fo that 
the power could not perform the acts, which it under- 
took to put forth about the object ; then would pain 
arife from the hindrance of the power, pain therefore 
would be the effect of the determination of this power, 
and not the cairfe of it. 

7. Sixthly, If we {uppofefuch an agent endow'4 
wkh undemanding; the agent might tile it to propofe 
what to Ao y but not to determin whether he fhould 
do this, or that, for the underftanding, or reafon, if 
it be juft, reprefents what is in things ; and does not 
feign what it does not find in them, fince therefor* 
things, before the determination of this power,, with 
reject to it, are fuppos'd to be indifferent; and that 
One thing is not more plcafing, or painfull than • • 
another : if the underftanding do its duty, it will 
reprefent Uus indifference ; and will not pronoaaee 
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one thing more eligible than another, for the undei- 
itanding no other wife directs to do a thing, than by 
detcrmnmg it to be better, fince therefore the good- 
nels ot things, as to this power, depends upon its 
dctwiroiwa io*i ; and things are, for the nioft part, good, 
if it embrace them; and evi], if it rejecYthem : it is 
plain ti;a: the judgment of the underloading about i 
things depends upon it ; and the understanding cannot ! 
pronounce them to be good, or evil, till it knows 
whether this power ha:h received them, or rejected 
them, the undo: funding therefore mult expeS the de- 
termination of this power, before it can make a judg- 
ment; and not the power expect the judgment of the 
underfUcding, before it be detennin'd. 

8. Seventhly^ But tho* this power, in its operations, 
cannot be determined by any. judgment of the under- 
Handing; yet the underftanding is neceffary, to pro- 
pole things to be done; and to diftinguifh thofe that 
are poflible from thole that are impollible. for tho* 
the goodneu of things, with refpect to this agent, at ifes 
from its determination ; yet pojftbility, or impotiibili- 
ty t is in things thcm&lves ; and there is need of the 
understanding to. diftinguih between them; left the 
agent, felling upon abfurdities, procure to it (elf pain, 
not that athi.ig is therefore good, becaufe pofiible; 
for, if rejected, it will be evil; nor will it therefore 
be immediately d fpleafing, becauie impoflible. for the 
attempting a thing impomok may be pleafing : (for it 
may give exercife to the power ; and that is it, as has 
been (aid, that is pleafing in things) but lie that at* 
tempts this muft neceiCirily, in die event, be unhappy. 
for when a thing, undertaken by the power, cannot 
be effected ; pain muft neceftarily attend the power, 
disappointed, of its end, and hiuder'd in its e. erciie. > 
[9] And this is the fir£ limitation, that muft necefJari- 
ly be alfign'd to fiich a power ; that is, that it 
keep it (elf within pofiibilities : nor is there need 
jof any other limitation, if the agent be of infinite pow- 
er, in order, allways, to attaiu its end. 

10. Eighthly y But if the aijent be of finite power, it 
will be necejuiy to confiilt his own ftrcngth ; and no; 
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rain any thing that is above it. fbty fiy lifc will 
uftrated in the attempt, no iefi than if ht fed 1 at* 
ed things abfolutely impoulble. And this is ayfc* 
limitation of this power. You will fay, it is not 
>le for the appetite to be carried to thofe things, 
i the undemanding plainly declares not to be in 
ower of the agent : I anfwer, that the (en&s, and 
al appetites, delight in their objects, and pleafe 
Telves, notwithftanding the reprefentations or rea- 
umdemning the plcafure as pernicious ; how much 
eafily may it be conceive, that this factitious ap- 
:, that has its rife in an agent by application "only, 
d be pleas'd with its own good, .though the un- 
ending oppofe and condemn that joy, as fbolitfi, 
leeting ? But why nature allow'd to much to thk 
r, and bow it is expedient for the univerfe, (hall 
cplain'd hereafter, [n.] Hitherto we have con* 
a this power in an agent, as alone, or with the 
-iknding : but we may conceive an agent endow'd 
it, to have alio at the fame time other powers, 
ppetites, determin'd to objects by a natural agreea- 
Is. But neither can it be determin'd by thefe in 
•erations. we muft diftinguifh between the acts of 
appetites, and the pleafure arifing from the excr- 
x them. It is neceffary that, if they be rightly 
;M, they (hould put forth their acts upon the pre- 
of objects ; but it is not at all neceuary that they 
d delight in them, or be pleas'd with them, for 
ice, a rank bitter favor is unpleafing to the tait : 
kx preffing hunger, tho' it is percer/d, yet it is 
ng ; the craving of the appetite overcoming the 
afantneft of the tail, but that pleafure is not 

and fincere; but mixt, and dimihifht ac- 
ng to the excels of the appetite that overcomes* 
Let us (uppofc that the pain of hunger has three 
:es, and btttcrncfi two ; that the agent may avoid 
, he muft neceflarily bear two : theCb then being 
fted, there remains one degree only of folid plea- 

which wou'd have been three, if he had had pro- 
rfd plea&nt food, [iz.] Since therefore the plea-. 

that arifes from the Satisfying thefe natural appe- 

€ 5 u&e*v 



1 8 Freedom. V.i. 3,. 

tites, may be overcome by a ftronger appetite ; there is 
no doubt, but that ail other powers and appetites may 
be overcome by this power, which is indi fife rent as to 
objects. . for, all tbelc are limited by objects, and fo 
have a fort of bound in. their actions : but this power 
has no bound ; nor is there any thing, in which it can- 
not pleafe it felf, if it does but happen to be determin'd 
to it. now, whereas the natural appetites may be con- 
trary to one another, and one may be overcome by 
the excels of another : how much eauer may this power 
be conceived to crofe thefe appetites ; and, being of z 
ftperior, and almoit different kind, it is probable that 
it overcomes all others ; but can be overcome by none& 
[i$0 Yea, it feems to have been given to. this end, 
that the agent may have famewhat to pleafe it felt with, 
when, things pleating to the natural appetites cannot be- 
bad, as it veiy often happens, the natural appetites, re- 
ceiving pleafure and pain from objects, mult or necef- 
fity, according to the laws of motion, and the order 
of external things, mifr of pleafure^ and meet with* 
pain* being, theretbre often di^ppoiiited, theydoalfo 
cxpofc the agents, in >\ hich they are implanted, to- 

Sin; as well as make them capable of pleafure. but 
ch* an< agent as this may always have wherewith to* 
pleafe k felf: and it is expedient for it to be able to 
dejext the other appetites ; and, by- retraining, or 
. counteracting them, to pleafe it felf. for, fincc 
* * cy«y taculty is pleas'd with the exercife of it felrj 
Ac- force of this Acuity can by no other means be 
made more coufpieuous, than by fometimes croiCfig the* 
appetites, for, either this muii <(bmetimes be ; or the' 
agent muft be? absolutely in. pain, being depriv'd of all 
gppd :. fmce, by the laws- of nature, things contrary* 
to the- appetites muft be born. [ J4.] And hence plainly* 
appears now ddirable fuch a power would be. for, if' 
it ;boL!d. happen to be dctermin'd-to things agreeable to- 
the? natural appetites ; it would encreafe the enjoy- - 
meat : ai:d if determined to bear things contrary to 
tke appe sites, v. hub (bmetimes they muft neceuarily • 
bflur ;. it would leilen the pain, yea take it away, or 
total it into pleafure. [1 5,] I muii confeis, that, here- 
by,. 
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by, there is a (bit of ftruggle occafion'd in fuch an 
agent : but it is better to- bear the ftruggle together 
with feme pleafure, though fmall and unfincere ; than to 
be overwhelmed with folid pain, nay, the very con- 
fcioufhefs of being able to pleafe one's felf, in fpight 
of natural appetites, inay caufe a greater pleafure, than 
the enjoyment of what thefe appetites are pleas'd with 
could give, if it was prefent. But this agent is oblig'd. 
to have a regard to thefe appetites- : nor are they to be 
crofsM without neceffity, or reftrain'd from a fuitable 
enjoyment of obje&s. he tliat (hall do fo, will procure 
tohimfelf unneceflary ftrugglcs, and forrows. though 
therefore it is not at all expedient, that fuch a power 
fhould be determined by the natural appetites ; yet it is 
fit that they fhould have a power to perfwade it ; and 
that regard fhould be had to them, when it is deter* 
min'd. And this is to be- reckon'd- its third 'limita- 
tion. 

16. Nittthfy, An agent, endow'dwith fuch a prin- 
ciple, would be in it* felf a&ive ; and, in its operations,, 
determinable by its felf alone, for, it is neceflary that 
it fhould be determin'd fometimes : for, when any 
thing is propos'd to-be done, it muft ncceflarily, ' 
either act, or fufpend its act. one of- the two muft be' 
done : but the doing either of them is determining the 
power, nor is there lefs force neceflary to fufpend, than 
to. exert an act ; as every one's reafbn and. experience 
' will ' inform him. fince therefore it cannot be deter- 
min'd by any good, or evil, proeexifting in things ; nor 
bjr the natural- appetites ; nor by their objects : it muff, 
of neceflity, either remain undetermin'cf, or determin 
it.fetf. but'though, by nature, it be undetermin'd ; yet 
when any particular thing is propos'd, it muft be deter- 
nriVd*: and, there being no ?hin^ without to determia 
it, it muft determin it felf. this determination we fhatt 
call choice, for,, being by nature indifferent, it will 
pleafe it felf by choofing one thing rather than another. 
[17.] Nor is it proper to ask what it is that derermins 
it to choo(e. for, if- any fuch thing was fuppos'd, it 
would not be indifferent : that is to fay, it is contrary 
tfr the nature of this agent, that there fhould: be any 
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thing tax: ihouM detennin ic Concerning a p*JJiv* 
power, winch has a natural and neceflary agreement 
wuh in objed, by the p. eicnce of whidfit is determin'd 
to a£« it is proper e .ough to ask, what is the good, 
that dettnni/:* i: :o put 101th any adion : not fo con- 
ce.1u.1g a a i&tve power ; the nature of which is, that 
it ca.i> by i:s act, make an object agreeable to it, that 
is, good, tor, here, the goodnefe of the objed does 
no: p.evcvie the ad of choke, in order to produce the 
aft ; buc choice caules goodnefi in the objed : that is, 
a thing i> pie:.!i.*.g, becauie it is cliolen ; not chofen, 
bcciuie 1: is p.eJLig. it is not therefore proper to en- 
quire after any otuer caufe or choice, but the power 
it lelf. [18.] You will lay, if this be true, fuch an 




happens beiides the intention of 
the agent, for, the choice it (elf is the intention of 
the agent : but for an agent to intend beiides its inten- 
tion is impoffible. As to rcafon, he, who prefers a 
kfs good before a greater, muft be thought to have 
chofc without i eafbn : but he, who, by choofing, makes 
that good, which, before his choice, was not good; or 
makes that a greater good, which before was kfs : cer- 
tainly choofes with reafon. You may urge, that, at 
leoit, a contingency muft be admitted ; that is to &y, 
that fome things, which are not neceflary, are done by 
(uch an agent, fuch a contingency I readily acknow- 
ledge : for it is that very liberty, that I would eftablifh. 
i$. Terribly, It is evident, that fuch an agent wou'd 
be the true caufe of its adions ; and, that to it may 
juflly be imputed whatever is done by it. that power, 
that is determin'd to ad by another, is not indeed the 
efficient caufe of its. own adions ; but only the infirm- 
mental^ or occafional caufe, i£ we may fo cxprefs it 
with certain Philofbphers. for, die efled may be faid 
to be produced in ft, or by is; rather than that it pro- 
iuceth the effect, and therefore no one imputes to him- 
felf, or reckons himfelf the caufe of thofe actions, tq 
which he believes he is neceflarily determin'd. if 

therefore any inconvenience arifes from them , he will 

reckon 
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reckon it a misfortune, not a mw* ; and, whatever it 
be, he will charge it upon die power that determine 
him : nor will he be difpleas'd with himfelf, unlets he 
be confcious, that it. was in his power not to have done 
ic : but or this no one can be confcious, who isdeter- 
min'd by another, unlets through a rniftake, or igno* 
ranee, for no cau&s, but thofe that are free, ought to 
be efleenvd real, for they, that act, neceifarily, muft 
be conceived to be pafhve ; and we muft have re* 
courfe to another, that lays a neceffity up6n them, till 
we come to one that is free ; and in that we muft ftop. 
now an agent, endow 'd with fuch a power, being de- 
termined by it felf j not by another ; and being free in 
its actions : we muft Hop in that, as in the true caufe ; 
and to that ought to be imputed, whatever is done by 
it, good, or ill. 

20. Eleventhly, It is manifeft that fuch an agent Is 
capable of bappinefs. for he is happy that can always 
pleafe himfelf. and it is plain that fuch an agent can al- 
ways pleafe it felf. for, unce things are fuppos'd to 
pleafe it, not from any neceffity of nature ; out from 
mere; choice ; and there is nothing to force it to choofe 
one thing, rather than another : it is plain that an agent, 
endow d with ibis potper^ may allways cbufe wbatti 
may enjoy ; andrejeA (that is., not defire, or. not cbufe) 
what cannot be bad\ And hence it appears of how 
much importance it is, whether that agreeablenefs, by 
which things pleafe the appetites, be. fettled by nature \ 
or caus'd by the agent it felt for, if it be by nature, 
that -is, if before, choice there be good: and evil in 
things, by which they pleafe* or difpleafe ; on them 
alfo will depend the happinefs of fuch an agent : and, 
unleis the whole feries of things be (b orderM, that 
nothing can happen contrary to its appetites ; it may 
fall (hort ,of happinefs. for its appetite will be difap- 
pointed ; which is what w»e call unhappinefs. but, if 
it be. fjom choice that things have their agreeablenefs, 
or difagreeableneis ; it is plain that he, who has that 
faculty, unjefs he choofes things impoffible, &*c. may 
allways enjoy what . he choofes ; and never be difap- 
pointed, of t(iq thing defired : . that is, he may be. aftr 
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ways happy, not that all things, with refpect to this 
power, are iudiSfirreot ; for it admits* as has been faid, 
certain limitations, in choofing beyond which it muft 
nccef&riiy lofe its bappinefs. 

*a* wtoetfthiy, We muft obferve that agents, whole 
fcappineft depends upon the agreeablenefs of external 
things to the appetites, have need of zn under fiawbtg 
that Is petfeBy and alm$fi infniH^ diftinctly to apprc- 
hencUall the relations, habitudes, conferences, and 
natures of things, if they have not, it cannot be but 
that they muft often fall into pernicious errors, and be 
dtfippointed of their defines ; that k, be often mifc- 
fable* hence neceflarily arife anxiety, and trouble of 
mind, perpkxt with continual doubts and uncertain- 
ties, left what they choofe fhould not be beft. either 
therefore fuch agents fhould have been created without 
* profpect of futurity, or endow'd with a perfect un- 
dfldbiiding ; orherwifo they muft be very miferable. 
for fcarce can any. greater mnery be conceived, than to 
be kept k fufpenfe- about happmeft; aud be forced to 
make a choke in. things not well understood, ; and- in 
which a^miftake- is attended with unavoidable nufery* 
But if- the agnetableoef* of' things be ftpporfd to-de* 
pend upon choke, an underjt*mdin§ fa* fmmpiffM 
will be fufficieat to direct fiich an agent ; nor k there 
any. need that it fhould perfectly understand the rela- 
tions, and natures of things, for, if it can but diftin- 
gui(h what is poffible from what is impoflible, what k 
pdeafiog to the fenfes from what k chlpleafing, what k 
agreeable to the faculties from what is dilagreeable ; 
md confult its own ftrength, that k, what it k able 
to do : (all which things may eafily be done) k knows 
enough to make k (elf happy, nor k there need of 
lone deliberation about doing any thing, whether k 
be oeft, or moft eligible, for, if choice be made 
within thefe bounds; that k beft, 'which k chofen. 
[a a.] That agent therefore, that k poflefs'd of thk 
principle of pleafing it (elf by choice, cannot juftly 
blame nature, though it has beftow'd but a very im- 
perfect understanding, for, there allways occur, wkk- 
m thefe bounds, things enough to exert kt choice upon, 

and 
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and pleafe it (elf with ; that is, it may be faflppy. tW 
l&erefore freedom be of no uft, as I laid before* i to an 
agent, that muft -be'dcteraiin'd only by the agreeable* 
ne(s of external things; nay, tho' it be perni- . 
cious, as fubfervient only to fin, and the per- 7 
tertirig of reafon : yet to ah agent, whofe happinefs 
depends not upon things, but upon choice, it is of 
tery great importance, and the only fure foundation 
of happinefs. and hence appears how valuable, and 
how defirable fuch an adive principle would be. [Zj.J All 
thefe things feem to be confident, plain, and eafy 
enough tobe underftood ; tho' efteem'd by fomc too 
fubtle. It remains to enquire, whether this be a 
mere hypothecs, without foundation ; or whether 
there really is fuch a principle to be found hi nature* 

SUBSECTION' 4 . 

i 

: That there is an Agent, whom things therefore 
pleafe, becaufe they are chojen. 

I. ^1T 7 E have ften, in the former, fubfeflion, 
yV that fome things, by the conftitution of 
nature, are fuited to the appetite > ; and are therefore 
agreeable, and good : but we may conceive a power, 
that by fuiting it (elf to things, or by faftiioning things 
to it felf, can caufe an agreeable nefs, or goodnefs m 
them, and hence things pleaTe fuch an agent, not be- 
caufe they are in themfelves good ; but they become 
good becaufe they are chofen. how perfect, how ufe- 
tull fuch a power would be, we have already fhown ; 
and, that there is (uch a power in nature, appears from 
hence', that God muft neceffarily be fuppos'dto have 
it. lor, 

a. Fir/?, nothing in the creation is good, or evil* 
to him, bfsfpre choke ; he has no appetite to be fi 
fitisf/d With the enjoyment of things without 
him i lie is therefore absolutely indifferent with refped 
to all external things ; nor can he receive good, or 
evil, from any. what therefore (hou'd dctcrmin his 
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will to afti certainly nothing without him. he there- : 
ibre determins hknfelf ; and, as it were makes him&tf 
an appetite, bychoofing. tor, when he has made 1 
choice, he will endeavour effectually to procure what 
Be has chofen, with as much concern and diligence, as 
if he were incited to that endeavour by a natural, and 
neceflary appetite ; and will efteem that, which pro- 
motes the obtai.iing what he has chofen, good ; and 
that, which hinders, evil. 

3. Secondly, The divine will is the caufe of good- 
nefs in created things ; which almoft all acknowledge 
do depend upon it. ftbr -created things receive all they 
are from the divine will ; nor can they be any thing 
elfe, than what he will'd they (hould be. it is plaia 
therefore chat they all agree, and are contbrm'd to his 
efficacious, or permiifive will ; and that in this agree- 
ableneis is founded their original goodnefs. and, fince 
all things proceed from one and the fame will, which 
cannot be contrary to it felf, being kept by infinite 
wifdonYwithm its proper limits ; it" is alio certain, that 
all things are as confident among themfelves., and that 
every thing tends. as much to'the preferyation of it (elf^ 
and of the whole, as was po/fible: and this is to be 
c/UenVd their (econdary goodnefs. and (b all the good- 
nefs of the creatures is«owing to the divine will, and 
depends upon it. for, in themfelves, they could not be 
conceiv'd either good, or eVil j fince they were no- 
thing before the acl of. the divine will : nor were 
they lefs di flan t from goodnefs, with re(pe&> to God 
fcimfelf; till, by willing them to exift, he made them, 
by that elective aft, good in themfelves ; and, by au 
unity of will, confident with one another, there is no 
doubt, but that the divine will, here, as in all other 
tKThgs, a&ed in concert both with his wifdom, 
1 x and goodnefs. but it is from the will immediatly 
that things pleafe God ; that is, that they are^good. 
for there are many things that are not at all agreeable 
to his goodnefs, and wifdom j hecaufe he did not Will 
them : and, fo long as he does not will a thing, it 
cannot be good, whence we may fairly inter, that his 
will could not be "dctcrmin'd to a choice from' any 
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goodnefs in the creatures, for, before choice, which 
u fuppos'd to be the caufe of goodnefs in created beings, 
nothing could be good, or evil : but, when a choice 
is made, that only is evil, which prevents the obtain- 
ing the thing chofen ; and that good, that promotes it. 
the goodnefs therefore of things muft be- determined 
by their agreeablenefs to the divine will ; and not the 
divine will by the agreeablenefs, or goodnefs of things;. 
Therefore 
4. 'Thirdly, They are not to be regarded, whej 
: hold that God chufes things, becaufe they arc good : 
as tho' good, and greater good, that he perceives in 
things, determin'd his will, for had it been fo, it 
\ feems impo/Iible tliat the world (hould have been 
j made, for, they, that acknowledge God' to be the 
.! author of it, confefs alfethat he is, 111 himfelf, fupreme- 
, j ly, and abfblutely happy ; and ftands in no need of 
l ■ others, and, indeed, it cannot be concciv'd how exter- 
; j nal things can be of ufe to God, who has in himfelf all 
things, that are of any moment to the higheft happinefs. 
4ic muft therefore necc'Jarily be indifferent to all ex- 
ternal things ; nor can any reafon be affign'd in things 
themfelves, why he (hould prefer one thing before an- 
other. It is plain that things were created by God, 
with goodnefs ; that is, with a certain agreeablenefs 
to his nature : but they were not made becau(e of 
any agreeablenefs antecedent to the divine will ; 
on the contrary, they neceflarily agree, and pleafe, 
becaufe made by his free choice, for, fince, in them- 
felves, they are nothing, they muft neceflarily have 
both their exigence, and their agreeablenefs, from 
that will, by which alone they are : nor is it poflible 
that they (hould be difagreeable to the will that made 
them, tor, things, in themfelves, indifferent to God, b/ 
willing, he caufes to be pleating. [$.] If there- 
•foreiuch a power, as we have defcribed, be not Iio 
allowM him ; (that is, a capacity of pleafing himfelfi 
by determining himfelf to ad, without any other re- 

fard to the quality of the objeft, than its being poffi- 
le) it (eems impoffible for him ever to have begun to 
do any thing, without himfelf. for, no reafon, as far 
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as I can perceive, can be iinagin'd, why he fliould 
create any thing at all, why a world, why this world, 
why at the time in which it was created, why not 
before or after, why in this and not in another form : 
no lofs, or profit, no advantage, or trouble, could 
arife to him from hence ; in (hort, nothing to move 
htm to choofe one thing before auother. unlefs there* 
fore there be allow'd to God an aftive power of de- 
termining himfelf in indifferent things, fro hie & 
nunc, and, by the determination, according to his 
choice, to pleafe himfelf; he coud have done nothing 
at all: as to all external things he mult have been 
for ever unaftive; nor could the world have been 
made ; iince no reafon can be imagin'd, why God, ab- 
foluteiy perfect in himfelf, abfblutely happy, fliould 
create any thing without himfelf! 

6. Fourthly, If wc fiippofe that there was a reafon, 
and that God, niov'd thereby, created external things ; it 
is manifeft, that, upon fuch a fuppofition, God was ne- 
cetficatcd to create all things, for he, who, by fomc 
thing from without, is determin'd to do auy thing, is 
neccditatedto aft. for he is pafTive ; and mail necefla- 
rfly do, and Puffer, not what he himfelf; but what the 
caufe, that determins him, has effected in him. now 
that goodnefs (which is fuppos'd to be in tilings, be- 
fore the divine choice, which determins it) is fome- 
rhing external, with, refpect to the will of God. if 
therefore ic be that, which determins his choice, k 
follows, that both the act of choice is necefiary ; and 
all things, that depend upon k. [7.] But, it things 
pleafe God, and are good, for this reafon only, be* 
caufe he chofe to make them fo ; he will be free, and 
the world made, not of necei&ty, but choice* nor 
will it be impof&bje that k mould be made, becaufe ufe* 
Jefcin itfelf to God : for his choice will pleafe him. Now 
from what has been faid k fufEciently appears, of how 
jnuch importance it is y that the goodnefs of the creatures 
fliould entirely depend upon the divine choice ; and 
not the divine choice on the goodnefs of the creatures, 
/or fo we may conceive necefity to be taken awa£ 
and liberty eftabliuYd. 
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1 8. Fifthly, But you will (ay, if he hop'd for no ad- 

, vantage from things, that he chofe ; why fhould he 
choofe them ? is it not more probable, that he would 
have made nothing ? or have given himfelf any trouble 
i about things, that would do him no good I To this 
: k may be anfwer'd, that to him it is no more trouble 
to will things, than not to will them ; and hence it is^ 
that, when he wills them, they are ; and ceafe to be, 
f when he does not will them, which reafon, fince it 
s fuppofes-the indifference of things with re(pe<ft to God, 
g; vindicates his liberty to ad, or not to ad ; and proves, 
a- that what he choofes will pleafe him. But there is yet 
a 1 better reafon, to wit, that God chofe to make exter- 
>' nal things, that there might be fomething without 
li him, in which he might take a pleafure. for every one is 
ftleas'd in exerting the powers, aud faculties, that he 
3, Las. now God is of infinite power, which he can exer- 
u . cite infinite ways ; but not all ways at once : for all 
e- 1 are not coufiftent. but tho&, that are confident, are, 
x\ for the mod part, indifferent ; nor k there any reafon, 
is why he fhould prefer one before another, he mu& 
i- therefore* by his choke, make one thing pleafe him 
»e «*fe than another : otherwife it cannot be concetv'd, 
how a thing, in it felf indifferent to the choofer, fhould 
pleafe him rather than another* [90 Nor ought we to 
> enquire after any reafon of his choice ; that is, why he 
i (hould choofe one thing rather than another, for the 
{appofing a reafon would deftroy the indifference ; nor 
would the choke be free, for, if $*ood and evil, bet* 
ter and worie, he in things ; it is manifeft, that the 
divine goodnefs, and wifdom, would neceflkrily de* 
termin £m to choofe what is better, for who, without 
a fault* can neglect a better, and prefer a worfe. as 
therefore, in things indifferent, there can i?e no reafon 
why one fhould be prefer'd before another \ fo neither 
is there any need of it. for the divine will* being active 
in its felf, and neceuarily to be determin'd to one of 
the. indifferent things, is to it felf a reafon of its own 
aft, and fteely determins its fel£ nay, fuck is the dx4 
vine power, that what one Joe vex of infinite" poffiblo 
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things he fliall choofe, that will be beft ; and therefore 
it is all one which he prefers. But 

10. Sixthly, You may urge, that you do not yet uil- 
derltand how a power can determin it felf ; that is, you 
do not know the manner, but we mufi not deny -a 
thing, becaufe we know not the manner how ie is done, 
we are entirely ignorant how the rays of the fun, by 
moving the nerves of our eyes, caufe an idea of light 
in the mind : nor do we know how the members of 
the body fhould be mov'd upon a thought of the mind, 
or at the command of the will : yet no one denies 
thefe things, becaufe the manner, in which they are 
effected, is unknown, it' therefore it be evident, that 
the divide wil doth dctermin it felt"; we are not much 
concern'd how it is done, [n.} But if we would 
confefs the truth, it is as difficult to conceive a thing 
to be mov'd, or determin'd by another, as by its (eft 
but we, accuftom'd to material agents* which are all 
paf&ve in their operations, being aflur'd of the fact, 
are not at all concernM about the manner, but if we 
confider the matter throughly, we no more know ho* 
notion is communicated from one body to another, than 
how the will moves it (elf: but the one teems nothmf 
ftrange, becaufe it is feen always, and in every action-; 
but the other, being feldom done, that is by the win 
only, is efteem'd incredible, and though expe- 

* rience and reafon prove that it is fo; yet, becaufi 
the manner is unknown, we are ready to fuiped wt 
axe miftaken. the occafion of the miftake is, becaufe 
the will, being the only afiive power, that we know 
of, and all the reft pawvc ; we arc hardly indue'd to 
believe, that there really is fuch a power ; and m 
judge of it, by comparing it with other agents : which, 
fince they move not, unlets mov'd, we are ready to 
leek a mover in the divine will alfo : very abfurdry ; 
fince it is evident, that if there were not in nature an 
a&ive power, neither could there be a pai&ve ; and, S 
nothing could move without a mover, there ^ouhlnbc 
nave been any fuch thing as motion, or adion. fcr-ie 
cannot be conceived how: it cou'd begin, but k is most 
difficult to conceive how motion could be, without a 

begin- 
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ting ;. than* How. an agent (hould move iffelP 
herefore there are difficulties on both fides, nex- 
tight to be denied, becaufe the manner is uncon- 
le. [iz.] But- it mull bfr obferVtf* that what 
ten (aid about the indifference of things with 

to the divine will, especially takes pjace in the 
i which we conceive as Primary ; out not all* 
in After-chokes, for, {uppofing tfctt God ha* 
any thing, while that choice remains,' fie cannot 
her the fame thing, or anything neteffiffly con* 
With it: for fo he would contradict him r e:f. that! 
[ mean may be better conceived, -it nrtft be con-: 
, that the divine power can do infinite thingsy 
in their nature, and perfections, for inftance," 
ly conceive an infinite number of men, alike in 
ijgs } infinite forts alfo of rational beings, equally 
"•: which' of thefe God ihould create firft, nte 
could deten&in htm, but his own will. an<J 

determined to create- man, as he is) that is^ 
fie appetites, faculties, and integral tfcrts, whieff 
: it is imponible that God {hould will, or rhodfe* 
contrary to the nature of man, while that chcp$t 
s. 1 1 3 .] For, when we conceive any thing 
d to the divine underftaxidihgt6.be done,' * r 
tft neceflarily fuppoft, that, with*' one view, W? 
n all thmgs, that areneceflGuil J connected with? 
i whatsoever may, tbetenuty, fblldw from it jr 
fcat, with one act, he willsj*or rails all thofd 

i£ therefore He detcn&mfd to create'man, he f? 
fuppos'd alfo to will, that he fliould confift of a : 
nd foul ; that he fhonld be endow'd with fortfe?;' 
tfon ; and, that, as to his body, he (hould htf 

to the general laws of matter, forit is planV 
1 thefe things are included in the dctrcriBination 1 
rreating man. [ 1 4,] Nayj riot tmry ihofe things,"* 
tv* a neceflary connexion-'with- the thfmvchbfeny 
be efteem'd included in the firft act of !he will # 
fo thofe things which tend to conveniency and' 
jfe, as far as they can confift with the good of* 
lole. for, fince God is of infinite goodnefs, it is; 
u that he wills the good of his creatures, no leff 
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than their exiftence; that therefore, with the fine 
choice, with which he determined to create things he 
alfo will'd whatfoever is agreeable to thole things, and 
tends to the DBcTervation of their natures. [15.3 V« 
obfervU before, that there is iu things a. twofold 
gqodneG : the firft, and principal, . by which, they 

Jleafe God, being conformable to his will ; the fecond, 
y which they are coofiftent among themlelvcs, help*- 
finl to one another, and mutually promote the good* 
the preservation, and perfection of the whole- * and 
both thefe foirts of goodnds proceed from the dflftafi 
choke, an4 wJJL (or, fince God hath deterrnind wib 
himfelf to pleafe. himfelf, by making and preferviftg 
the world ; he is therefore to be thought to have 
will'd all things, which make for the benefit, and per- 
se&ion of his work : otherwifo he would be contrary 
to himfelf ; ani would, himfelf be the caufe, by thaj 
contrariety, of disappointing his choke, for, he jit 
iuppofed to have choie, that there, fhould be a, wojtW '» 
that it (hould laft as long as he had determined ; that 
every thing (hould obtain the end a&gn'd it ; tharaUl 
" things (hould a& according to the nature he gave 
* then, and (hould conipire to the prefervauon* 
in4 perfection of the whole* it is impoffible therefore* 
that he (hould will things contrary to thefe ; or that 
folk things (hould pkate him, that tend to the difar- 
qering, maiming; or dellruclion of his work, tor that 
he fhould will that things (hould be, and yet ntll the 
mans of their being, jot inconceivable, f xf.l Man, 
therefore being foinid as he is, from his being made 
of Xuch a nature and condition, it is plain alio that 
God wiU'd that he (hould be pious, fober, and jufi. 
fj»e(e therefore, and fuch like laws of nature are im^ 
mutable, being conformable to the divine will i anA 
contained in the firft aft of choice, by which he deter^ 
luin'd to make man : nor can Goil nill there things. , fejs, 
purpoie remaining that man (hould be as he is* Jfor fy, 
the fane thing would pleafe, becaufe. conformable to 
the firft choice of making man, vvhkh is'conce^v*4 ye( 
to (land ; and would difpleafe, beraufe inconfident 
with another choke, in which he auk the things- that 




r 



V.L4. GodFrt*. 31 

Ve contain^ i^^die former choice ; that is to lay, ho 
would will anil nill the fame thing, at the fime time ; 
which! is impoflible. [17.] Nor yet is he le& free, be* 
caufc he cannot will that man £hould be perjur'd, a- 
murderer, 8rV. for he is no otherwife aeterraind, . 
than by his choice : nor does a thine any otherwife 
pleafe, or diipleafe him ; than becaufe it is agreeable, 
or contrary to his will, for, while the divine choice, 
remains thaf he fliould be man, that is, a creature 
bound to be pious, juft, and fober; it is impoflible 
that he fliould will jiim to be per jur'd, or a murderer : 
nor j while the firft choice remains, can the latter haye 
place in^G«^ : i)e^inconfiftent with the.forraer. when 
. therefore we (ay, that there is goodnefs in things, and 
. affirm that fome actions are hatefull to God, and others 
f pieafing; it is* not, becauie we believe that the dime 
» choice is determined by their goodnefs ; but becaufe 
j we ftippofe it to be contain'd in the firft a£ of his ' ' . 
<" will concerning the creating of things ; and that - . .; 
■' they- pleafe, or dupleafe, as they are conformable, „ok; 
contrary to that choice. Nor is the divine .liberty de>; 
flroy'd, becaufe he muft neceflarily will thefe things,' 
while he wills them • for, every thing, while it is 9 
neceflarily is. but this neceiHty is consequent, not an-. 
tecedent to the determination of the divine, will* the* 
4ivine .choice is not therefore determined by the good-i 
neis of things; but goodnefs, and agrecablene&.'.Hi, 
things, ariie from choice;, and that is beft tothenifri 
which agrees to die divine choke ; by which lie will'd. 
them to be, what they are. From what I have (aid, 
I think it (uflkiently appears, that God is an agent, 
to whom things are therefore pieafing, becaufe chofen.. 
1 8. Yet it mult be obferv d, that this power in an . 
agent of determining its (elf, is not of fuch a nature 
as fuppofes infinite perfection : tor I have fliewM be- 
fore, that, it may confift with an imperfect underftan-- 
c{uig, and other appetites, it does not therefore (eem . 
peculiar to God, or incommunicable: and therefore 
we have no rcafou to doubt, but that a creature may; 
partake of it ; and, if it had pleas'd God to commu- 
nicate it, there fcems to be no inconliflency in the : 
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Aing, but that a creature might hate been capable ,, 
©f it-: and a creature, fp endowed, would, without 
doubt, be more noble than the reft ; and wbuU more 
perfectly reprefent the image of God, fincc God there- 
fore has created more impeded things, it is no absur- 
dity to believe, that he has not omitted more perfeft 
things, we (hall therefore enquire whether any trace* 
of this power are difcoverable among tj^c works of 
God. 

SUBSECTION j. 

Man has a power 0/ Pka/m& hjmfelf ty 

Choice. 



X. TT T is plain,. I think, from what has been (aid* 
J| that there is iiich a principle in nature ; and that 
it is communicable, now we are to enquire whether 
nature has* given it to us. If we look into-our own 
minds, a- doubt may arife, whether we are. always 1 
paffive m our voluntary actions; that is, whether 
goodnefi, according to the degrees in which it either 
9, or is believ'd by us to be in things, "determmi our 
choice : or , to ipeak plainer, whether we alwayr 
choofe things, becauib they pkafe us, 'and feem advanv 

Sious ; or whether, when fbmetimes they feem in* 1 
fcrent in themfelves, or hurtful:, bcibrc choice^ 
they acquire a goodnefs by choke ; and, on that ac- 
count alone, ■ pleafe, becaufe they are choien. We- have 
(hew'd that there is fuch a principle in nature,' as can 
make agreeablenefs, and jgoodnefi in things, by wil- 
ling : whether we are pofleft of fuch a principle is the* 
queftion. that -we are, Teems reafb.able, frjt 3 if we 
are confeious to our {elves of liberty \ fectndty, if .we 
experience in our (elves the ugns, and properties, 
which we have faid do accompany this principle J' 
thirdly , if it be plain that the caufes, whkh are (up* 
pos'd to detc.min the will, are iiifuflicient ; or that 
they arife irom choke, but do not caufe it. As to the 
a. Firji, we Co ceriainly expedience, that we have 
&ch a. principle «oi freedom; that we, can Scarcely, if 

wc 
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>nfuH bur own mmds, doubt of it. and hence it 
it all, of all natiqns, fallowing the gutdance.q£ 
^ and obfervme the fentiments bt their own 
, have aflerted liberty, at fcafl in fonie a&oib ': 
is any one, except foitfd, and, as' if were, ' *i 
ivented by philofophk fubtleties, deny\L *** 
that he is free, or that hft can pleafc hanfttf llj 
ng this, or the other thing, out of many ; ":th<? 
[yprefer'd was not, before choice, preferable H 
, for any intriniic goodnefs. [5.] In this then?- 
as in many other things, the vulgar ftem to 
better, and to reafon more iuffly . than ph^lpfcr 

for. the vulgar generally follow the natural 
ents of their minds ; and, tho' they an duJB 
h in deducing lone reafonings; yet, n> thoie 
, that are perceived immediately, by fcnfe and 
snee, they are oftentimes (harper than philofo- 
: who, either pufF-d ub with vanity, that they 
?em to be wifer than their ncqjbbours ; or,* de- 
by their own fubcilty, oftentimes feign mon- 
cohceits, and deny the mofr maaifafl durtO 
rhile they eridtMtw* to tnhtf Srifch; "#^SI 
irvehuesj iitifcosffibk ttf man, they often ItimfE 
: Am ; andarrblihi'iii br*d d*f. hence TeW 
lenyM Motktt, feme Reft, other* Sftce, Senfil 
'Brutes, God* and all Truth : and fo feme deny 
y, being unable to leoCp the knotty they *hiv£ 
t themfehres, by their ow» fubtiKy/ not fc the 
and unleartied: who, dttvgaitli&g fed* ret^ 
s> judge ingenfcoufly of tha%$, according to 
tat*s ok their ftnft aid eotocrionrt-; i Iftrfefeccfri 
pmioh, it » plain ;#eJ**vt gajb'd tfc^oife. 
proclaim that they aW^onfetou* of : a? ftt*prin>' 
vidua- themfelves : which yet we ksvt Hfew'tf 

convenjeotfy be <e*plaifi'd dtherwWthin we 
out it. . Wife theft agttfr the feofimenff of our 
adicd mind* : non, & attett* tf 'fed* it *» 

mtetewny of mi^w%**m*%*lU* 
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4. Secondly, V we find, in our felves, 
and properties, that belong to this power; we 
have no reafon to doubt, but that we have the 

power alfo. now the figns and properties are, To be 
confcious to our (elves, that we are the true caufe of 
our adions ; and That we can ad and pleafe our ft 1* es by 
thwarting our natural appetites, (enfes, and reafon. 
If it be evident by experience, that thefe things are 

Cffible ; it will alfo moil certainly appear, that we 
ve a power, that can pleafe it felf by choice alone. 

5. Ftrfl then, We have (aid before, that the caufe, 
that has this principle, is the only true efficient caufe o£ 
its adions ; and to it alone can be imputed what is 
done by it. now all impute to themfelves the adioos 
of their own wills ; and efteera them properly and 
truly their own, whether good, j or evil : a fure fign 
that they are not fenfibk that they are determind 
by any other to choofe, or exert them; otherwife 
they would regard, not themfelves, but what deter- 
mins them, as the real caufe of them, from a confci- 
ou&efr, and firm pcrfwafion of this truth, it is, that 
choices ill made art Aorc grievous than thole, that 
proceed from unavailable error, or ignorance. a&t 
this is the reafon that a flight evil, occafion'd. by our 
own choice, gives our minds more uneafinefs, and 
anguiih, than the greateft evil brought upon us by 
means of another, if we fall, by an eledive ad, into 
difeafes, poverty, dugrace, our confidence accuCes us » 
the reflection is irkfom ; nor can we pardon our (elves, 
tho' (ecure from the fear of the wrath of God, <and 
nuniQimeot of .men : but wfcn the tame tyih befall us 
py necefitv. of nature, or the agency of another* 
we indeed. lament our condition, and complain of out; 
fortune ; but we are free from that. gnawing anxiety, 
and thofe accusations of an avenging conscience, that 
afBid thofe who .are miferable through their OW4 
ftult. as therefore an agent, that has this principle, 
muft neceQatily blame himfelf, if*, by his choice* he 
create any inconvenience to himfelf ; fo he, that bjamef 
himfelf, (hews that he has this principle, for, as 
it is imjiofliMcfbr an agent not to blame himfelf, who 

believes 
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believes himfelf die real caufe of his own mifery ; (b» 
on the other hand, it is certain that he, that blames 
himfelf, reckons himfelf the real caufe of his mifery : 
otherwife he would complain, and be angry with 
that agent, that forc'd him to do thofe things, which, 
he finds attended with uneaimefs ; but would never 
blame himfelf, as the fountain, and caufc, unlefs he 
5 was confcious to himfelf that he could have prevented 

1 it. [tf .] Confciencc therefore is a plain proof of our, 
having this a&rve principle, for, we are not only 

* pleased with our good deeds, and in pain for our bad} 
l * but we alfo impute them to our felves \ and, either 

2 commend, or condemn our felves, as the authors, 
J and real caufes of them : a certain fign that our minds 

* are -confcious o£ their Liberty ; and that they could 
-, have pleas'd themfelves by doing otherwife than they. 
r fl have done, [7.] The fecondfign, or property of this, 
A power, is 9 To be able to pleafe it felt by counteract 
.'; uig the natural appetites, fenfes, and reafqnv If we 
'i find that we can do fo, we may be afiiir'd that we 

* have this power. [8.] As to the natural appetites, 
we laid before, that this principle, when it happens to 
be joyn'd with the natural "appetites in the fame pcr- 
fon, often goes contrary to them, and pleafes it felf 
by retraining them, if we find we can do this, it is 
a figo that we have it. And who has not experienced 
this in himfelf i who has not fometimes willingly bore 

I things difficult, irkfom, and grievous to the natural 
1 appetites ; and been pleas'd with fuch a fuffering, as 
a greater good 'than the gratifying the appetites ? yea, 
even the pain, arifing from the violence ofter'd to the 
appetites, if we choofe to bear it, is in a manner 
grateful, rho' otherwife moft grievous, whence it 
plainly appears, that the pleafnre depends upon choice : 
Jor, while the choice remains, It remains; but when 
the choke is chang'd, It vanihes. now fuch choices 
are daily made^ nor is any one (b much a ftranger to 
himfelf., as not to be confcious of them* [9.] We 
may further obferve, that we not only embrace thofe 
things, with pleafure, which the appetites rejed, and 
reject what* they defire; but, by an obftinatc choice, 

do 
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do as ic were change nature it felf ; and caure the 
appetites to follow the things, which they naturally 
avoid ; and to avoid the things, which they naturally 
defire. And this has place not only in the appetites; but 
alfo in the objects of the fenfes. fome things are to 
them naturally difagreeable , and defbrm*d ; yet 
thefe things, faiy the force of choice, are bore ; and, 
the natural inclinations being alter d, at laft become 
delicious: on the other hand-, things fweet, and beau- 
tiful, are rejected by the will ; and, at lait, become 
ungrateful. Thefe things could never be, if it was not 
in our power to pleafe our felves, otherwife, than by 
the agreeablenefs of things to our appetites and fenfe*. 
for, whence can it be, that things fweet, beautiful, 
commodious, and graterull to the appetites, and fenfes, 
ffiould be rejected; and, when rejected, become un- 
pleafunt, and grievous : on the other hand, how 
cou'd crofles, pains, torments, yea even death it felf 
become plcafing ; unlefs from this principle, thatplea- 
fes it felt by choice, if it be allowed that we have fuch a 
principle, thefe things may eafily be accounted for: fince, 
t>y the power of this principle, things, naturally good, 
are turn'd into evil, and evil into good, for it has a 
good, fupcriour to thefe; by means of which it over- 
comes, and changes their nature : and, that it cannot 
be otherwife accounted for, we (hall fhow hereafter. 

xo. Thefe things indeed are generally fuppos'd to 
_ • be done according to the prefcriptions, and by 
* the power of reafon ; and that the will, under 
its guidance, embraces things ungrateful] to the natu- 
ral appetites, and fenfes. I contcfe that thefe choices 
are fometimes the refult of reafon, and allways ought 
to be. for I before hinted, that a regard fliould be 
had to tliefe, in '"our choices ? but very often it is 
hiuch otherwife. • We ihow'd before that a power, 
capable of pleating it*felf by its choice, cannot be de- 
termined by reafon ; fince the undemanding rather 
depends on it, than it on the undcrftanding. a third 
property therefore, and fign of this power, is, To be 
able not only to thwart' the appetites, and fenfes; 
but reafon alfo. If we find that this is pofCble, we 

nmft 
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muft acknowledg our ib Ives to be pofleft of this princi- 
ple, but that we can, by the force of choice, over- 
come, not only the appetites and fenfes, but alfo the 
underftanding, we learn by daily experience ; and it 
is to be lamented, that, by fo many inftances, it may 
be prov'd, that we pleafe our felves in our choice, 
contrary to the natural inclination of the fenfes and 
appetites, and to the dictates of reafon alio. 

11. We have heard of Atheifts, who, hardned by 
the obftinacy of a perverfe mind, have endur'd impri- 
: fonments, torments, and death it felf, rather than rc- 
| nounce their belov'd impiety, and we may have ob- 
• ferv'd many, who, rather than fall fhort of a fbolifh 
v choice, willingly run the rifque of their fortunes, lives, 
and fouls, how many have difregarded the entreaties, 
: " and advice of their deareft friends, the dictates of their 
* own minds, dangers, tortures, death, the wrath of 
God, and puntfhments of hell i and have prefer'd to 
; ' what is truly good, things, which, fetting afide the 
goodncfc they have from choice, are mere trifles, of no 
value, and without even the appearance of good, there 
have been thofe, who, wittingly, without hope or 
faith, have murther'd thcmfelves, and their neareil 
relations, without any figns of diftradion; if we 
may judge of the foiinduefi of their minds by x " 
their words, and actions. Now did fuch as thtfe at- 
tend to reafon, or foilow any other good, but the 
enjoyment of what they chofe ? That this principle can 
do thefe, and more abftird things, we have lhow'd 
before, for. fince it is fuppos'd to be of fuch a nature, 
that it can pleafe it (elf by its ad ; whenever it can 
exert an ad, it can alfo pleafe it felf, tho' the natural 
appetites, fenfes, and reafon it felf oppofe. if there- 
fore it be allowed that we have this principle, it is 
eafy to conceive how thefe things may be : otherwise ic 
is unaccountable, how things, io abfurd, fo opposite to 
reafon, fo contrary to the fenfes, and didates of the 
under/landing, fhould be daily committed by mankind. 
[[£.} Nay, what may feem more ftrange, the will 
feems to have fb great a power over the underftanding, 
ibat, fubdu'd by its choice, it may not only efteem 
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good, evil ; but a'fo be f'orcM to admit falficies for 
truths, nor will any one think it impoffible, who 
conlidcrs, thit the fenfes are as much natural fa- 
culties, and as naturally perceive their obje&s, and 
difeem things gratcfull from ungrateful], as the un- 
dcrftanding. it therefore, by fomccimes choofmjg 
things contrary to the fenfes, we pleaie-our (elves ; it 
is aflo po»Iiblc, fbinctimcs, to procure pleafure, by 
embracing things contrary to rcafbn. The fenfes are 
fore'd to receive, and bear things ungrateful], which 
by ufe become grateful], and no lets p leafing than 
tliofe things, which are agreeable by natuxe. lb, fome- 
times, the underflanding may be fore'd by the will to 
receive ta!lc things for true ; by ufe to believe them; ■ 
and, at length, in good carneil, to enjoy them as 
true, hence that common c>piefli©n, We cafily be- 
lieve what we very much wi'n. and to fome it is a •■ 
plcidire to overcome, no: only their fenfes, but their : 
reafon alfo. I confefs he is much to blame, and alts : 
tboli'hly, that does it. but, from this, that we are to " 
blame, and that we a£t foolishly, it appears, that wc • 
not only can, but actually do plcafc our (elves, \ 
1 *** by chooiing things contrary to reafon ; and that '- 
the judgment of the underflanding rather depends upon - 
the will, than the will is determined by ir. From '• 
what has been fc!d it appears,, that all the figns and - 
.properties of a power, that can pleafe it felt by its • 
choice, belo:ig to us : it is therefore certain, that we . 
ai e poiTeil of the power. 

13. The fame will appear, 'thirdly > by confide ring 
the reafo;is, by which the/, who think the will »is - 
paifivc in chooiing, fay wc are movM to choofe thus 
abfurdly. tor, it, while they go about to give a rea- 

. (on for thofj and the like things, they bring, as rea- - 
(bns, nothing but the choices themfelvcs and their et- * 

\ feels, it will plainly appear that they arc in a'miflakc, • 
and offer, the effe&s tor the caufes. which will, appear - 

' yet more clearly, by enumerating the reafons, bj which 
they (uppofe the will to be movd to thefe things. 

14. The chief of thefc Reafons arc, the mifiakes of 
' the underjtavdiflg, the obfhacy cf the mind, 'the' pre- 
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choofc things hurt full ; whence we arc 
troubled : but this we don't impute to 
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valency of the pajfions, and madnefs. by thefc they 
account tor all the unrcafonable, abliird, and impious 
a&ions of.mankind ; and thefc are reckoned the caufc* 
of all* choices; which, tho'- without reafbn, are flip* 
pos'd cannot proceed from an intrinfic goodnefs of the 
things chofen. for 

• x 5 Firfiy As to the mifiakes of the under flan dingy 
it is certain that we, fometimes, through miftake, 

c oftentimes 
lpute to ourfclves, 
unlets we are confeious that that miitake was volunta- 
ry, that is, that, in fbme meafiire, it ow'd its original. 
to choice. Choice is therefore prior to every culpa- 
ble miAake; for it depends upon it. we don't there- 
fore always choofc abfurditics, thro' miAake; but, 
when wc choofe abfiirdities, we ftray from truth. 
But if we would confefs the truth, confeious of all 
wc are abqit to do, we are hurried upon abfurdities 
by choice. -if therefore there be any mi/lake, it is no 

Sex}, than that we. reckon it better to enjoy a free 
icq, .t|ua be., without* natural evils. Hence it • 
appeals mat the re is fuch a pleafure refultihg from * ' . 
choice, as i; able to deceive, the. underftanding, and 
make it prefer that pleafure to every natural good, 
yea to liie.it felf. but whether this be done thro* 
mi/lake, or no, it is a {iron g proof that wc have' fuch 
a principle, that pleafcs it felf by its choice. 

\§. Secondly ? As for that obfilnacy y by which they 
think we arc mov'd to choofe abfurdities, it is plainly 
ribtUi-ig.eKc than, a bad and perfevering choice, nor 
can obflinacy .and psrverfenefs . be othcrwifc explain'd, ■ 
than by choice. If it be allow'd that things pleafc us, 
becauC; they are chofen, it is evident that OJitinacy 
is -Adhering to a choice, and being plcawl with it, 
againft the dictates of rer.fon, and wi.h the \q[s of 
natural goods, without neceffity. bur if the will be 
dctcrmuild from without, there will bc.no fuch thing • 
as .obflinacy ; nor wil4 any thing c\ie be n.eant by an 
ob/Unate man, than that a man h_s io ;g "^cra in a 
iv6xious milUke,.. without any mo:ivc to change his 
judgment, ft mm, in this condition, may indeed be t 

£ 1 Cad ' 



4<> Man Fret, V. i. 

{aid to be mfterable ; but not At all obfrinate, accoidi 
to the common meaning oi the word. 

17. 'Thirdly, Since neither miilakes, nor ohfiinai 
are fufficicnt to' account for rhefe choices, they ha 
recourfe to the power cf the pajpons, at, a Dcfirc 
fame and glory, Anger, Hatred, £?c. thefe they « 
have to be the caufe of onr choofing abfiirdly ; and 
firm, that choice is derermin'd by thefe. but fame a 
glory have no good in themferves, cfpccially to tho 
who believe that they fh all Not Be after death, whei 
is it then that they arc contented to purchafe glc 
with their lives ? from nothing fare, but from choi 
by choice we have f ram'd to our felves theft ido 
and, whatever good they have in them, they have 
from choice, to be talkt of after death, to (bread c 
fame by our deeds, arc no orhcrwiie p?ealing, tr 
becauft w« will them, to live in obfeurity, to die a 
be forgot ten, will be no left pleafing to him, tl 
choofes ic ; and have actually been pleating to (be 
they therefore, that contend that theft dm 
* determin choice, take the efieds for the cau 
for tlieft things prove, that things, in themftlves : 
confiderable, do, by choke, acquire fo much goc 
nefs, as to outweigh all natural goods. 

1 8.* The fame we may fay or Anger, hatred, lc\ 
and defpahy by which many are (iippos'd to be driv 
upon absurdities, but indeed what, in them, is hurtf 
and grievous, they have from choice, nature hat : 
deed given us pa/lions, for the rooft part, innocei 
while they are follicited by proper objects, and or 
in a natural fcafon, as we may fte in brutes ; but, 
the power of choice, they are fbre'd to change natuj 
objects; that is,' anger and hatred are, by choii 
forced, not upon thole things, that are naturally hu: 
full ; nor love or deure on thofe things, that are 1 
rurally defirable ; but on others- of a quite differ* 
kind, with which they have no natural agreeablcne 
iiich are fame, and glory after *death : fuch alfo a 
mod of the instruments of luxury ; and thofe thm 
which are commonly laid to pleafe only by the for 
of the fancy, that is, in realttv, by choice, hence, it 

th 



that men, wicli fo much application, and emotion,, 
purfpe things in themfelves ridiculous, noxious, and^ 
abfurd ; and even ftake life it felt" for trifles, it is' 
choice, that iubftitutes thefe things to the palGons, to be t 
purnYd by them, in the field of natural objects : and. 
while they are ailed, not according to the exigency of. 
f nature, but the command of choice, they pervert all 
things; tranfgrefs the bounds' of reafon and inccrcft;' 
'and, difregardjng thefe, rage without reftraint, .ox 
bounds* . 

! '. 1 ju. As for envj/> and revenge,, they are not owing " 
\ to nature, but to the will ; and, without choice, are . 
not at all. for, whatever is pretended to the contrary. ' 
that a man (hould undergo labors, dangers, and di- 
(afters, in evil enterprizes, yea rifijue his fame, 
family,. country, and life, to fatisfy his envy, or r . 
revenge, can no othcrwife he accounted for, but be- . 
caufc he Ji&s cholen to fatisfy thefe paf&ons : and it is * 
plain p .that the . moil unexperienced are furEcicnt-, 
ly ippriz'd of this, but thefe tilings, once received 
by choice, are more pleating than what nature has made . 
neceflary : thefe abfurd choices the .efore proceed not 
from the force of thefe patfions ; but the abfiird and 
irregular force of thefe flows from choice. 

zo. Fourthly, They, that obfervc theft to be infu£» 
ficicnt, refer abfurd choices to madnefe, and rage, but . 
this is to play with words, and talccsmadnefi in another 
fenfe.than -is ufoaL . he, that, difturb'd in his mindj can* > 
neither deduce concluiions, nor attend to the-appea- t 
ranees of things, is reclcon'd a mad man : but they, . 
who do many abfurd things, are not incapable of thefe ;- 
and have the natural ufe of their underflanding, anfi, 
fenCes. whence therefore is it, that they are hurried 
into absurdities ? certainly by the force and govern-" 
meat of a fupcrior faculty, that is, the will : which 
has a good peculiar to it felf, that it makes by choice, 
this it fcelcs, negle&ing what reafbn, what the body, 
what circumftances, what the appetites, and natural fa- 
culties require, for, while it can provide for, and pleafe 
it (elf, it is not at all concern A at thofe thing?, that 
are honiull to thefe ; but, pkas'd with its exercife, 
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endeavors to encreatc its pleafore, by purfuing thing; 
cbntrary to them, for the more it makes its way 
through difficulties and abfiudities, fa much the more, 
confcious of its own force, it applauds it felf : 'which 
ieems to be what we call Vanity and Pride, hence it 
forces the (enfes, reafon, and. natural appetites, to (erve 
its choices ; nor can he any more be laid to be msd* 
that, fore'd by the ftrength of a fupcrior faculty, ads 
againft reafon ; than he, who, impel Pd by a greater' 
force, fells from a. precipice, for he, that lias a&ed* 
contrary to reafon, muft not immediately be redcon'd 
z mad man ; but he alone, that does abford things by 
reafon of the faculty of underfianding hurt, or the ufe 

s of reafon hinderM. he, that can follow the di- 
* re&tons of reafon, and wittingly violates them* 
is to be efteem'd, not a mad man,- but a wicked 
man. 

xi. If it be granted, that we have thi* fiferkrfs- 
ruftj in us, alt tfcefe things may eafily be accounted for* 
for he, that is pofleft of it, will pleate himfetf, by pur- 
fuing his choices, even to the detriment of foul, and 
body ; and with injury to his fenfes, appetites, and 
reafon : which we, often, with amazement, fee done. 
but, without this power, it feems impoftible that we* 
fhould make to our (elves a good by choke ; or, that 
we fhould prefer a good, fo made, to every natural 
good, 

a 2. I confefs theft things ougnt not to be : but, if 
thole things could not be* that ought not to be, that 
nvould b$ vo fin. as therefore there are many goods 
from this principle, fo there is alfo in it this evil, that, 

Sits power, wicked and abfurd things are done; 
I it nas this inconvenience, that it can do what it 
ought not. 

13. From thefo, and other arguments, that imght 
be brought, it fuf&ciently appears, I think, that God 
has given us fuch a principle ; and that our will is de- 
termin'd by k (elf: that therefore they are miflaken* 
who fuppofe that the appetites, paflions, or underfiand- 
ing, determin our choice. It is probable that the occ*- 
fen ef tie miJUlU was from hence, that other things* 
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hefidcs wfctt we choofe, pleale, or dnpleafe.; that is* 
thing* agreeable, to tl*efeafes, or appetites: now, ob« 
ftrvmg that: we have a regard to tncfe ia our chokes,. 
*nd> that it if not prudent ro choofe things contrary to 
thefe, without neceflity ; thinking alio that the judg* 
stent of the tuderftanding muft be. us'd in choofingt 
and having been accuAom d to this way of chooung ; 
We came at lift to think, that our wills are always do-; 
taraun'd by fome judgment of the underflanding ; than, 
at leaft, it is the condition of the ohjeft, that the 
mind fhould ludge, what we choofe, to be good aed[ 
agreeable to the appetites: when* really, the con- -...^ 
trary is generally true ;.that the mind judges things* *** 
good, becaufe we will them; becaufe we have made 
our filve* an appetite by fome antecedent choke : and, 
by this facetious appetite, thofe things* which we have 
embrae'd, pleafe as much, as what we dehre by the no*, 
cefifry of nature. 

- *4» Yea, perhaps, we cfyoofe things contrary to all 
the appetites, contrary to reafon, aud voqJ' ok all-ap- 
pearance of good, only to sffept 9m liberty in cbotfng. 
* is certain, that any one can do this ; and he, that 
dotn do it, experimentally proves that he is free, *nd 
can pleafe hinuelf bv his choice; and cannot be (aid to 
be determined, by the judgment of the underflanding. ; 
for this reafbn is feign a by the mind, and may equaita 
fcrve every choice* as being takenirotn the indifference 
of the will : and he, that does any thing, for a reaibn 
ftign'd by himfelf, and indifferent both ways, is to be 
afieea&i to have done the feme* as if he hod a&ed 
without any.reafbo. It is plain therefore that we par* 
take of this power; that we ufe the. appetites, and 
Jfenfes, dsfiie^yt^xxxassoMnfilioti but that the winV 
a* fn&mgn, creases to it felt pleafure^ m things by 

SECT lOrt ii. 

1 

That Haffimfs confifis in Choice. 

iTPROM what I have already laid, it is plain,' 

Jf t ' Mt * tauig) tni*w3i witb «hwce, » more 
1 --•••--- noble 
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n ible and -perfect then £ being, ' that is sotiiibr, . what, 
n:kher ads, nor fuffecs, is mo^.rooioreLirom per&c-r 
t^on;. fince.itus of no. more fen-ice. tot nature, than if. 
it was not at -all : ' and wibat-is merciy pailiyie.js onis de-: 
gree more .perfect, but that, which has, m /*/*//» tfti 
principle* of. its nun. aftioi s r iincc it approaches) as it; 
were, nearer to the divine name, and is more inde-; 
pendent; .it is alfo mere -tore*.: left,- thatj$, k Ceeisfl- 
rnade tor it &ttv ar.de its xjwn:gopd eipecjlily ,. and i$i 
fr jnuch -the more noble.and perked, nor dojfcs it feera . 
phfibLe tjiat a greater.. paie&ion flv>uld ,bc jxjrnmuni-; 
cated,-.tfaaa ta enjoy fiich a priacipfe^.-andj^ieireer. 
ahyoae is, and'-Ks. ojnouousito motions from with-; 
out, fa much the more perfed.'is he^ God therefore j 
rnuitiply'd- fiich creatures, as .tar as the .(yilero, ot. hjs\, 
creation ,-allow d ; and ouiain'd the jeft, jthit are pail* ve! 
iictfacii: Qperackins, ,tafer\e tfciki.; ; ... '...-; . - ,..' . : j 

z. Since therefore bappinefs is a Howdy accord tQgftOs 
tHe common notion^ tpterif*frmn aidK€:Hfc t ffjh* : $&- 
cuHUsi.amd^nuerSy .that every one has ^ and Jince-.tbis 1 - 
power, of determining us to adionr ; and of gratifying 
our /elves thereby, is the nioit perfed ; by w hkh cfpe-. 
cjaUy,we are. alhir'd that we ire, and that we have a. 
refemblance to- the divine nature : .our.happinefi niuft* 
principally be plac'd in a doc : ufcof k ;:" nor can any. 
i'kr ^^S e ^ e ** ^bfbluteljipleifiag to us, .but. whatl 
j* :,: tt ^noien. It maft 1 :bc ami err* that many things! 
ejternal, - many things *prefented t .ny. : the fecfes* \ai$> 
pleating to us : but, it we cotuider the thing thrp*ghly f i 
it will appear that, this happens, only becayfe we. are. 
indued by thefe, as by. motives, to exert the ad of 
choice, by which, we receiv*: thefe things as pjeafing; 
tp. : . die .natural appetites.-. « tor,: though, tho ^ilLcannoc^ 
be.determinjd tctcJiDofc oyjany<tbingi.but.K;&k; yet; 
perfwafions may I e us\l to determin it, fo as to.ayojiA 
things ablurd, ■• and ua^ratefoH t* {fce f na.uial appe- 
tites. " _ 

3. For, it. is certain, that, im choofi*g % av$ ufc tht 

afft fiance of the underfianding, as a torch before us, 

to dfttii)gutfh external goods from evils. ;but we ufe n> 

a* a Judge t and Counfellar^not as £ Lord and Uidara : 

:■! o.i " and* 



and, if we would confefi the truth, we ufe if, rather 
to avoid things abfurd and hurtful^ than to obtain 
thing; good and pleahng; for, whatsoever we choofe* 
as before was mew^d, wilt therefore be good and 
pleating, unlets it lead; at toothings contrary W the ap- 
petites, or otherwise abftrd. ' the undefftanding there- 
fore difcovers, and advjiestb avoid thefe external evils, 
or embrace good ; but, till we exert the a& of choice* 
about them, neither is the one abfolutely (dealing, nor 
the other difpleaftng. for, that it is fo, I have prov'd 
before ; and experience will convince any one of it, 
that wttL but attend to it. If therefore nothing pleafe* 
us, unlets in feme manner chofen ; it is plain, thas w 
tonjtfeekfor ojtr bappimfs in choice* , , . 

4. We have fhown before, that a thinking creature, 
that is merely paffive as to its actions, cannot be per- 
fectly happy, for, being fiibiect to the motions of ex- 
temal things, it muft necefl% meet with rtags evil, 
as well as good, nor is it potable that all things 
fhould be agreeable. It remains therefore, that ***" 
a creature* that may be free from all pain* muft htfvd- 
in it felf the principle of its- own happme^-and bfe 
able to pleafe it felP, however external thing* are: 
that is, it muft have a pewter of its own acliorar* tee? 
be able to pleafe it felf by willing any thing, for, 
whatever fuch an agent meets with, it will pleafe it ; 
fince, by it, things are not chofen, becaufe they 
pleafe ; but, on the other hand, pleafe* befeauft they 
are chofen. whoever therefore has a free choice, may . 
blefs hifnfelf with hapohieG, by choofing whatever 
happens, and by fitting nis choice to things. 

5. And this feems to bet the only way, that creatures 
can be perfectly happy, for, fince things, necefla-- 
rily bound by certain Jaws, cannot be chang'd ; it re- 
mains that choices muft bealterM, to be conformable to- 
things, that is, to the divine will, for, fo, free agents 
may have it in their power to obtain hapoirieft. hence 
we are fo often wam'd, in Scripture-, to oe conforn>*d- 
to. God. on this depends our- falvation and happft* : 
aefs f and not without reafon. for^ what is happmeB & 
if not to be* always, in all things, at we.-choo&tfrbe i 

or* 



or, as we would be. but he^ that choofes always to 
conform himfclf to the divine will,' will always be as. 
lie woulcL/bc; and wjll never, be difaj^infjed in his. 
chojce*,- however .external things go, a man, fo dif-. 
pos/d, .may have • happiness : : not dotb.it feem ppflible. 
fiw: any 'One, otherwifi^* to -be; happy*. 

f. But it may be-£*d 3 that» pe;feAJiappine& is not 
to be hoe'd for : Gncc beinefc joyn d to earthly mat-' 
ter, muft necefiarily be afteited- by its motions, : nor 
can we, without Come pain or troublefoin feniation,. 
bear the dilution of the body, and hurting of .the. 
organs £ which yet cannot be avoided. - I conf els in*. 
4ee4 thaf abfolut? happixefs is. nit to he bop'dfor in. 
the prefent fiaU :. but yet,, the. 'more <Hu? <^Q*<3& 
>T are,cenf6rm'o> to things, the: more Happy' we are.' 
if therefore our choices were absolutely free, it would : 
be free for us al(b to be abfolutcly happy, bur, fince. 
the care of our bodies, and natural appetites, con- 
founds our choices fometimes, and draws,, them alkie ;. 
we cannot aj>iblute|y, a/id wiAout^jnixtuf e^bf jtjjijip 
W«3 IpAenfe ouAtfeive^fi 'ou^'cho^esl ~£pr P j^.ltfgh 
Siy^«;pjcafur%: an<d ;j gr«ater liteawe, .Uuru $e. ^f tu /V 
q)p*iiK;i:|rt i ^jJa.not ^inc^e'^/troiib^s^^ 
Vftngtuift ifee fenfe ot'pain, we ; mufi therefore appit-' 
efce, iii tfejii life, in a moderate, and imperfect, hajjinefc,. 
fuch>as -the prefect ftate of things allows : and It is plain. 
UfAf. that, fiich as ;t is, ataes. from, nothing c]fe, tjun.', 
QWC cWces. ^ for, tho/wefcanno.:,; always,". by choice.! 
afene, remOjve^tfee. trouble tini pain .that arife frqrn tljV 
tfcpg^ !>¥hich, tho' • ungrateful to { the. natitial appe- 
tites, we ajje* fJ3rc*4toT)ear 4 i J yet. we. may chooJeto. 
hear ^qfe tiiiu£$ ; ;aiid, in - chooftng, plea$ coir ' 
felves : the cdnfcoufuefs of our courage, in .bearing,, 
tliem, overcoming the uaeifineft of the pain ; yea fT 
and perhaps Co much envreafiag the pleasure, that, the . 
exceu of jt : may exceed the ; paia, arifing i\ orn ■ the^dif- '. 
appointment of the appetites, - io ma:.y r degrees^ is * 
jyght-Jiave, .been enjoy'd, jiad tl^ere becuixo^caitra-, 
ripty. between the appetites, ar.d choice^ faic iinlance^ 
onCj thatfe^ two aegfees.of paiafrpm^^iieafe^ and/ 
by> <hooJingA<>; hear it. . decently an^. with- P$?enj:e». 
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enjoys fix degrees of pleafure \ the two degrees of pain 
.being . Xubfoacied..from fix of pieafiire, mere remain 
fburdfegi ees of fohd fatisfe&iou. fiich a one therefore 
is noJeis happy than he, that has four degrees of mere 
pleafure, without any mixture of pain. If this* be .aj- 
low'd to be pofllble, we may be as happy, with the 
the natural appetites, as if nature had given us none; 
npr will there be any caufe to complain, of them. 

7. And here, by the by, we may admire the divine 
goodnefs and wifdom, which (tho* thiugs for the moft 
, part are fixt, and neceuarily bound by certain laws) 
could yet create an appetite, that (hou:.d have, with- 
in it felf^ wherewith to latisfy it felf ; and, that 
might, by bare willing, make any ftate of things 
pleaiing to it. Now a Free will doth this, by accom- 
modating it felf to things ; when the things themfelveS *JJ^ 
cannot be alter'd. for he is no lefs happy that choofes 
what he knows will be, tlianhe that caufesto be what 
he has chofen. the one may always be effc&ed ; the 
orJxcr is oftentimes impoffible. happinets therefore mull 
. be had this way, of not at all. and it is hard to con- 
. ccive, how he can fall fhort of happmefc, who h\s 
. it in his power to pleafe himfelf. This feems to have 
been the opinion of the ancient Stoics : tho* they did 
. not thoroughly underftand, or at leaft have not fuffi- 
. ciently explain'd their meaning, "yet they plainly 
. enough plac'd happinefs in the ufe, and choke of HioTe 
r things, that arc in our power : which .yet could npt 
. be, j£ wje could not pleafe our (elves by choice. 

SECTION M 

Of Undue Choices. 

: \ . fT ENCE plain]* appears wfcat Qbotce? are. £ * 
'" Jlx" to be reckon'a Undue, for i; is evident, ™ 
that Ve are eritfoVd by (S<jd* with a faculty pf Choo- 
' ling ; to pleafe duV'felves by the 1 ttfe'of By" and be Mef- 
. fed "with the qnjoyment ot' what we choofe. for, to 
* enjoy' what we choofe is a a Jiappineft; to fall fliort, 
' and 4 t>e- duappointed, a' nnfery.- When therefore we 
' ■" know- 
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knowingly choofe what we cannot enjoy, it is plaiu 
that our choice is tborifh, and undue : for we bring 
upon our (elves an uimeceflaryimfery : fince we; conn 
-have chofen otherwife with equal pleafixre. he there- 
Tore, that knowingly choofe what he cannot obtain, 
or what may cattle unneceuary trouble to himfclf, or 
to another ; choofes wrong. Now this is poJGble, 

Firjf, When any one^choofes things impojfible. it 
feems itrange that any one fliould knowingly choofe 
tn impoftibility: but that this has fometimes bappen'd, 
I have fhow'd before. 

a. Secondly, When any one choofes things that are 
inconfifient. he that doth fo, contrary to hunfelf, 
knowingly 'cuts off all hope of enjoyment, when wc 
will any thing, we muft take in with the thing we 
choofe, all dungs that neceflarily follow it. new all 
things here are mixt, nor is there any thing entirely 
free from bitternefs. we therefore often will, in a 
thing, what pleafes our appetites, and nill the reft : 
but, in vam ; when things pleafing cannot be (epa- 
rated from thofe that are difpleafing. we muft there- 
fore either choofe it entire, or rejed it. he that does 
otherwise, cannot pleafe himfelf; fince he neceflarily 
muft bear what he would not. he is therefore willing- 
ly unhappy by an undue choice. 

5. thirdly, He may be judg'd to make an undue 
choice, that defires what be knows is not in bis 
^ fower. for it is a chance whether or no he can 
obtain what is not in his power: but it is foolifli to 
trull our happinefs to chance, fince- therefore 'it is in 
our power to choofe thofe things only, which we may 
certainly obtain ; we either hazard our happinefs, or 
utterly ruin it, when we puHue uncertainties. 

4. Fourthly > That alto is an undue choice, that puts 
""Us upon taking what is lawfully occupied by**nqfbers 
choice. We have before laid, it is a mifery-t* fall 
<hort of our choice; to enjoy it, a, happinels. tne en- 
joying therefore what is chofen is Owing to every one, 
that has the power of choice, in as far as it is ne- 
ceftry to exercife the faculties of him that choofes, and 
hinders not the good of others* now he Anders 

ano- 
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another's goody that would make what is common 
lis own property, .or tata from what is. common more 
ihaa his loc. things therefore j that are before occu- 
pied -by. , '.tlte clioicet of others, are owing to them 
that choofe them ; nor, can they betaken away, with- 
out injury: he therefore,, that deiires them, wilk 
what if not due to .b:m ; that is, by an undue choice* 
endeavours to bereave others of their right, This is 
principally to be.refcr'd to thofe things, that arc be- 
fore ocompied.hy the Divine choice. .; for they are to be 
judg'd, by all, prohibited, and facred ; nor can* he 
fuccecd, '.or be happy, that fers liimrelf jagainft God,- by 
choofing thofe things ,ihat God wills lie foould not chopfe. 
tor, what God wills, mult neccuariiybc; but God wills 
the happinefs or all,. as iar as it ispoiiibte* he there- 
fore, that, -without necefliry, injures. the happinefs of 
another^ uns againifc God; and makes an Undue 
Choice. ■ -i '••.: #i " ' ■ 

■5. Fifthly y Hence we are forbid. to= defire any 
thing hurtfnU to qut fetves^ cr others, by hiirttiiil ^7 
mult be und eri rood rthofc things, that kid into natural 
evils ; that are hurtiull to foul, or body. Frtfra what 
has been faid, it aprears that things pleafe us, beewfethey 
a r e chofen : but reatbn dillwade- from chooiing thinrs, 
that arc hurtful! to our Iclves, or others. " or that ctc- 
frAud the natural ape rites without rieceiuty * for .a gra- 
rticanonns' owing 1 to" ttafe . appe :it6* 9 . wjieh k xaiube 
do*.ie without a greater detriment; a choice therefore 
oppolite to thefe, v> Knout a caufe, . -fiacc lit defrauds us 
or. a due enjoyment of the appetites, is to be c&eem'd 
Undue. . ■ . . ' 

■ • 
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Hum. it'- isfojfibh that we Jhould 'fall- into 
- ' . r Undue' Choices. . ' ' - ,; " ; . • '■"■- 

I ■ , . . ■ . r 

t. T T; is difficult 'to* conceive, as has been (ad, how 
J/ he* can mift 6i , hai>pmeTs, that has it in h.s pow- 
er -co ple^fb ^imfclf. tut he, that chutes the . aoov 
nam'd^or'Tucfi like 'thiilgr, ^nuft nrce farily fair- 
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•of his choice, and his appetite be disappointed ; that 
•is, he muft be unhappy. But you J] iay, how is k 
•pofitble, that any one fhou'd choofe thefe things! 1 
anfwer, this may proceed, 1, from nt'ifiaki «r jjgm* 1 
ranee; i, from carelefntfi or negligent*; & nom j; 
levity ; 4, from * contracted babit ; 5, fropn sAcr 'i 
affctites implanted in us by nature, not that the will 1 
<an be determin d by thefe, or any other eztrinfic ap- 1 
petites; but becauft it takes hence an occafion of de- Jt 
tennining it (elf, which otherwife it would not hare ! s 
had. c 

u Ftrfty As to the Firfi, we before pro v*d that we ,>, 

g are liable to mifakei and ignorance; and that this jit 
* muft be reckon *d among natural evils, when .c 
therefore we are forcM to choofe in things not fuffici- d 
«ntly known, our miftakes are not to be imputed to a 
us as crimes : nor is it to -be (iippos'd that God will ! 9 
permit fatal miftakes : but a choke, in things not fiif- G 
Aciently known, often oners it felf to us when we y 
arc oblig'd by no neceflity ; and then, in hafte, with- 
out (ufficient confide ration, we choofe things impofi* i 
ble, Qfc. nor are we therefore free from blame, fincc 
we are oblig'd to deliberate, and fearch into things 
before we choofe. 

J. Secondly, Thefe undue choices therefore may 
arife from careUfnefs. for, by due care, die good 
4nd evil, that is in things, wou'd appear: bur, by be* 
ing negligent and fupine, wc are deceived ; and fiiffer 
for our negligence, by Humbling on the evil. 

4. As to the third, fince the uleadire of a free agent 
confifts in his choice, no wonder if, to his utmoft, he 
indulge his will in exercifing it. nor will it be f trange, 
if, in this widely extended exercife of choice, ha 
(bmctiraes pafles the bounds prefix t by God and na- 
ture ; if, whilft he is defirous to try all things, he 
light on fome things that have not a nappy ifliie, that 
is, on things abfurd, or impofCble. for he pleafbs 
himielf by the attempt, tho* he be unhappy in the 
-e vent : but fuch a one is not free from blame ; tor every 
one is oblig'd to take care not to be ftudious to pleafc 
hunfelf by new choices, beyond wfcat he ought ; or, 

through 
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through levity y be unduly troubleibmc to himfclf, or 
others. 

r J. Fourthly, We find that by freciuent choices habits 
are acquir'd. this feems to . ante fa om hence, that, 
pltafing our felves by a choice often-repeated, we are 
cafily indue'd to hope, that the fame pieafur.e will al- 
ways follow from the fame ad ; and To, fupinc and ilu- 
pid, we obferve not the revolutions of things : ar.d he, 
that does not obferve them, will eafiiy fall into choices, 
that will be attended withunprofperous i(Tues. betides, 
it is with difficulty, that we alter the choices, the 
pieafure of which remains in our minds, and is, as 
it were, fixt hy frequent experience : but yet wc "* 
ire not to be excused, when, to avoid trouble by 
, dunging our choice, we fall into things abfurd, or im- 
poflible. and, if we throughly confider the matter, wc 
(kail find that -moil undue choices anfc bom this un- 
feafoaable perfeverance ; all which defervcdly come 
under the character of a culpable obftinacy. 

ff. Fifthly, We have often (new'd, that we are made of 
foul and body; and that thefe mutually affect each other* 
hence arife in us different appetites : fuch as the preser- 
vation of the body ; a defire of ilfue ; and others of 
the fame nature : and, what hinders thefe, we reckon 
Irartfull. now, for want of fufficient attention to 
things, by the importunity of thefe we are hurried tu- 
to abfurdities ; or, indulging our choices, wc embrace 
things, that offer an unneceflary violence to them. 
hence arife innumerable evils, both to our felves, and 
others : hence, violence and injury is offcr'd to our 
nature, and natural appetites ; to which, at leafi, a 
moderate indulgence is due : hence, we raftily and un- 
law fully invade things, pofleft before by others* choices 
or appetites ; even tnoie things, that are prohibited by 
the determinate will of God him(elf. from thefe, and 
other like things, it happens that we abufe our liberty; 
and brine upon our felves, or others, natural evils, by 
undue choices, for, being endow'd with liberty in 
thefe, and the like things, we can ufe it according to 
the direction of reafon, or abufe it* for this power 
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